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Many  hioi^raphies  of  eniinrnt  inuii  ha\c  wiiliiii  a 
few  years  he-en  L^ivcn  to  the  |)iihhc,  wliicli,  einlxitly- 
iiij^'  their  \irliies,  must  ha\c  an  extensive  intlmncc 
in  lorininL;'  the  character  of  )outh  ;  l)iit  the  threat 
excellencies  of  the  lunnan  character  are  fonml  more 
frecjuently  in  woman,  thou;^h  not  so  often  pro- 
claimed in  the  puhlic  <rar.  Not  only  the  domestic 
virtues,  hut  patriotism,  seh-tlenial.  patience  and 
general    henexolence    are    found    most   promiiicnt    in 

woman.  3041153 

Helie\ii\L;'  that  the  influence  ol  woman  in  Idiiuuv^ 
pure  morals,  antl  in  presirviuL;  p«ace  and  j^ood 
onler  in  society  is  not  ^eneralK'  a|»precialed  and 
acknowled«^a-d,  1  consider  th.it  1  ha\f  ain|)le  re.ison 
for  presenlinL;  a  skitih  of  the  life  of  an  eminent  lady 
ol  K(\ ohilionai")'  limes,  wlio,  ihou;_;h  she  Ioiil^  a^^o 
l)assed  away,  should  Ije  allowed  to  speak  to  the  living;, 
and  ha\e  a  memorial  more  complete  and  mon-  dura- 
hie   than  the  simple   reconl    of    her  hirlh    ami   tleath. 

My    acijuaintance    with     lur    hei^an    in    April,     1^23, 
when.  in\iled   to   preach   in   this   town.   1    was  a  i^uest 

at   lu;r    honu-.      After    the    l.ii)si-    oi    si.\t\    four   \ears. 

when   all   of  cnu"    contemporaries    ha\e    passeil   on.   it 

is  a   pleasure   to    me,    a    nonai^enarian,   to    rrc.ill  the 

memt)r\    ol   this  saintl\-   centenaiian. 

i:x()cn  sANi-oRir 

Tim   M.w^i:.  Kavmiam.  Mass 
June    I5tli.    ivSS". 
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Mrs.  AmCAIL  Lkonakh  was  the  seventh  born  of  the 
eight  chililren  of  Davii>  Ai.IiKN  and  JUDllH  rADDLK- 
KOkl).  lie  was  a  tlcsccnJant  of  joilN  Al.hl.N,  one  of  the 
conipan)-  of  the  "  Ma\'llo\vcr."  Her  lather  livcil  in  Nortli 
Miihllcborou^'h,  M.iss.,  near  the  bridj^e  over  Taunton 
Ri\er.  called  AKleii  s  Hrid^^e.  He  w.is  a  iarije  laiulholder. 
His  farm  was  sitiiateil  |)rinci|)all\'  on  the  south  side  ol  the 
river.  The  lands,  eonsistinj;  l)artl)'  of  natural  nie.uU>ws, 
and  parti)'  of  fiv;lds.  which  hail  been  planted  with  c«ji  n  b)' 
the  huli.ms.  were  i)leasin|3'  to  the  Mnj;li>h  >ettlers.  Ilere 
VVinslow  aiul  Hopkins,  from  IM\nu>ulh.  .irrived  in  1621,  on 
on  their  wa)-  to  visit  Massasoit,and  were  ho^|)itabl)' enter- 
tained one  nifjht  by  the  natives.  The  place  was  called 
Titi(.|uht  in  the  Indian  toiij^ue.  It  was  an  inviting  retjion. 
The  river  was"  navigable  for  small  boats,  ami  lull  of  fish, 
the  fields  suitable  for  tillage,  and  the  natives  friendl)-.  To 
the  atlmirer  of  iKiture  it  was  an  enchanting  spot,  varied  in 
its  surface,  richly  wooiled  ami  tlowered,  full  of  jwlhs  and 
grassy  lanes,  and  checkered  with  nierr>  brooks  The  river 
here  bends  in  the  form  of  a  cross-bow.  its  banks  for  man)' 
miles  covered  to  the  water's  eilge  with  abimd.mt  herbage. 
It  was  a  sweet  scene  of  rural  simplicil)'.  beautiful  b)- nature. 
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and  seemed  made  a  retreat  suitable   for  poets  and   sages. 
Mrs.  Leonard  was  born  May  19th,  1745 

The   house   in  which    she   spent    her  childhf<oil  has  long 
since  ilisappeared.     It  wis  one  of  those  ancient  structures, 
two  stories  in   front,  the   rear   roof  reaching  within  five  or 
six  feet  of  the  ground,  containing  sp.uious   tire-places  aiul 
rooms  twcnt)'  feet  square.      I'roni  its  windows,  wljose  sashes 
were  made  of  lead,  could   be  seen    the   river,  the  e.\tciule«l 
lawn  .uul    the  meeting-house.       ihat    region,  which  nature 
had  much  embcllisheil  ami  made  musical  with  the  sijug-,  of 
birds,  time  and    industry  ha\e   changed,  atul    covered  with 
a    busy   and    happy    |)eijple.      Where    once    the    wild    rose 
bloomed  and  breathed   in   the   trackless  furests  now  waves 
the  yellow  grain.      ihe  plain   farm-houses  have  long  since 
given  place  to  the  pleasant  homes  «»f  villagers,  whose  style 
of  living  shows  little  of  the  olden  time.     Scarcel)'  could  a 
more   tiesirable    place   be   found    for    the    lover    of   natural 
scenei)-,    or    for    the    merchant    retiring   from    business   to 
sj)end  his  da)s  in  (]uiet  repose. 

Passing  her  )'outhful  ila\  s  amiil  these  scenes  of  natural 
beauty,  ouc  might  e.xpect  the>-  wouKl  imprint  a  sweetness 
on  her  mind  as  lasting  as  life.  These  were  the  altars  on 
which  she  offeretl  the  love  and  worshij)  of  her  earl\-  years. 
The  favorite  river  with  which  m.uiN-  pleasant  associations 
were  connected,  was,  like  an  (dd  friend,  ever  welcome  ; 
and  when  settleil  in  marrieil  life,  it  was  her  lot  to  be  >lill 
near  i^,  though  some  five  miles  down  the  stre.un. 

On  this  pleas. mt  farm,  annually  teenung  with  abumlanl 
harvests,  she  spent  In  r  o.u  l)'  \  ears.  Her  f.unil)-  atlemleil 
public. worshii)  in  Miildlebf>rough,  with  the  church  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Mr.Conant,  b\it  when  the  church 
in  North  Middleborough  was  formeil  they  worshiped  there 
with  the  venerable  and  reverend  Solomon  \\vc<.\.  gr.uuU 
father  of  the  late  Governor  John  Reed,  as  their  past*or. 


The  pulpit  at  that  day.  far  more  than  now.  w.is  the 
oracle  of  weekly  instruction  on  almost  all  suj\iects  inleresi- 
ing  to  the  people,  for.  as  newspajjcrs  and  books  were  m 
very  few  families,  men's   eyes  and    ears  were   tinned   more 
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earnestly  to  the  aiinoiinccinciits  of  the  Christian  minister, 
lie  \v.\s  the  fountain  of  knowleilj^'e  ami  wisdom. 

1 1  was  not  her  privilege  to  attend  the  puljlic  school  hut 
a  lew  months,  on  account  of  the  ilisiance  of  her  resilience 
from  an)-  such  institution  ;  hut  her  fathers  hi>use  was  a 
school,  ami  he  a  teacher.  Without  the  aid  of  libraries  {»r 
high-schools,  she  had  presented  to  her  a  constant  stimulus 
lo  mental  aiul  moral  improvement.  Mists  of  ignorance 
and  prejudice,  of  self-conceit  antl  env\',  were  dispelled 
tVom  her  mind.  She  was  led  tt)  shun  the  hlighting  inlluiiice 
of  gossip  and  tale-be.iring,  am!  i  herishetl  the  ties  of  aniit)-. 
affection  and  good-feliowshij).  She  was  not  forgetful  of 
her  immortid  ileslin)',  or  unmindlul    th.it  we  are 

....      niailc  of  angel  form,  erect, 
To  holil  coinuHinion  widi  llie  lieaxens  " 


Vov  what,  at  that  da)',  liiil  sensible  p.nents  educate  their 
children  ^  Not  to  be  shou\-  !>)■  the  costliness  of  their 
ilress,  or  fastiilious  in  manners,  in  ga)'  circles — not  to  be 
ambitious  of  places  alTording  ample  incomes,  antl  reipiiring 
lew  services.  (  )ui'  iViend  was  educated  as  other  gentle- 
men's ilaughters  were,  in  the  best  manner  that  the  aiKan- 
tages  of  the  times  allowetl,  educated  to  the  habit  u(  sell- 
culture  and  self-reliance  ;  educated  to  honorable  .md 
useful  Work,  which  insures  a  healthful  constitution  ami 
vigorous  mimi,  ami  enables  one  to  enilure  jiatienti)'  the 
"ills  which  llesh  is  heit  to,"  ami  to  enjoy  with  meekness 
the  prosperit)'  bestowed. 

It  will  be  proper  hero  to  mention  the  amusements  of  her 
j'outh.  The)'  were  few,  simple  and  well  silected.  They 
liid  net  Consist  in  the  ball,  the  dance,  the  c.ird-table  or  the 
theatre,  nor  in  places  oy  scenes  which  inllame  the  imagin- 
ation, put  modest)'  to  the  blush,  loosen  the  tenure  of  mor.il 
principle,  ami  enfeeble  the  ph\  sical  constitution  ;  but  in 
the  invigorating  sleigh-riile,  the  social  evening  cncle,  the 
(]uilling  .md  te.i  p.iil)-,  the  singing  and  other  vheerfnl 
g.itherings. 

Sonie  ma)'  suppose  that  the  N'ew  l-ingl.iml  f.ilheis  were 
oppi^seil   to   rational    amusements  anil    rigiiUy  rc:>lraincil 
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thci.ch.lclrL-n  from  indul-in-  in  ihcin.  Hut  the  ajicci  on 
the  .st.ij;c  when  1  was  a. boy.  in  the  last  dcca.lc  ..I  the 
ciiihteerilh  ceiUury,  ealhng  to  miiul  the  pastimes  r.f  their 
youth,  testifietl  that  they  were  not  uantii.g  in  interest  . 
that  they  possesseil  a  vivacity  which  was  n.,t  friv<.hu,s  an. I 
shadowy:  a  /est  which  did  not  sicken,  but  whuh  invi^;o.- 
ate.l  rather  than  weakened  the  mind. 

Very  (hfferent.  indeed,  were  the  amusements  of  the 
people  a  century  ago  from  what  are  now  demanded  by  the 
gay  and  fashionable. 

The  theatre,  the  opera  and  the  card-tal)!e  were  not 
needed  ;  and  even  Lyceum  lectures,  fairs,  cattle-shows  and 
pic-nics  were  not  invented.  V.,ulh.  then  as  n..w  had  its 
relish  for  holiilays,  celebrations,  festivities  and  sh..ws.  but 
they  were  simple  and  adapted  to  the  times.  Neither  youth 
nor  aj;e  were  lavish  in  e.\penditures  f(,r  dress,  eiiiu'page  or 
entertainments.  Who  will  say  that  the  early  settlers  were 
not  reheshed  and  even  re-aleil  by  the  inexpensive  and  well 
regulated  amusements  of  the  times  .' 

I  tioubt  not  but  that  the  amusements  of  Mrs.  Leonards 
youth  contributed  their  full  share  in  forming  her  winning 
and  attractive  manner  ami  in  giving  her  mimi  a  cheerfid'^ 
ness  which  rendered  her  [)resence  so  pleasing,  and  served 
to  forldV  her  against  melanch<.l\-.  impatience  an.l  asceti- 
cism. 

riiat  youth  should  rejoice  in  the  good  things  of  earth  i> 
as  natural  and  as  much  according  to  the  order  of  Divii; 
I'r.)vi.lencc.  .rs  that  the  \  ..ung  of  all  animals  slu.uld  fn^k 
and  sport,  however  great  the  sufferings  around  them  It 
is  not,  the  business  of  religion  to  hght  against  that  nature 
which  God  has  given  us  i)ut  to  give  us  "  the  pronnse  ..f 
this  life  and  of  thai  which  is  to  come.*"  It  was  ile.Mgned 
not  to  make  our  plea-^ures  less,  but  greater  b\-  regulating 
our  cajjacity  for  earthly  enjoyment,  imparting  a  more 
excpiisite  relish  to  every  lawful  pleasure  of  mind  ami  sense. 
Hut  her  amusements,  though  as  f..nd  of  them  as  ,\uy 
youth,  iliil  not  \\n\ucc  her  to  turn  away  in  perplexity  and 
ilisgust  from  religion,  but  kli  her  mind  fi  ee  to  receive  and 
enjoy  the  higher  and  nobler  pleasures  which  the  Gospel 
olfers.     Clemintine.  the  daughter  of  Haron  Cuvier.  n-.t  only 
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tlcIi^HitccI  in  classical  and  literary  studies,  hut  spent  much 
of  her  time  in  the  study  of  relij^ion  and  in  j)erforminj^  its 
duties,  and  when  asked  why  she  emplt)yed  herself  so  much 
in  these  exercises,  said,  it  was  because  she  delighteil  in 
contemplating^  the  Infinite,  and  that  mere  literary  pursuits 
were  incapable  of  satisf)'ing  her. 

Kela\'atii)n  from  labor  furnishes  us  ihc  means  of  prepar- 
ing the  mind  for  the  sublime  stuilies  and  exercises  uf 
religion.  Instead  of  cndea\oring  to  e\ting"ish  a  natural 
thirst  f<jr  amusements  or  shrinking'  from  them  as  from  a  '  ' 
pestilence,  every  youth,  taught  as  she  was  uiuler  the  pater- 
nal roof,  shoukl  know  how  to  distinguish  between  those 
amusements  which  i'.re  invigorating  and  tlujse  which  are 
injurious.  The  prevailing  tone  of  her  life  was  of  an  earni  st 
and  serious  cast.  Though  serious,  she  was  habitually 
cheerful,  and  occasionally  jo>'ous  ami  hilarious,  but  nc\».r 
indulged  in  excessive  mirth.  Hence,  neither  recre.ition  nor 
amusement  occupied  much  of  her  time,  or  Icil  her  to  omit 
important  ilutics  ;  they  were  to  her  the  "spice  of  life"  l>ut 
never  resorted  to,  to  "kill  time."  She  ilid  not  forget  in 
her  glee  and  merriment  with  her  friends,  that  she  was  a  ' 
responsible  being,  and  that  life  should  be  ilcvoted  to  a 
glorious  purpose. 

David  Aldcn    was   born    May  19,  1702.  and   dieil  August 
23,  1763.      Mrs.  Judith  Alden  died    in    1802.   at   the  age  of    - 
ninety -four. 

At  the  age  of  twenty,  on  October  30,  1765,  Abigail  was 
married  by  Rev.  Sohmion  Reed  to  Colonel  /ephaniah 
Leonard,  of  Raynham.  This  was  at  a  critical  and  tr\'ing 
period  when  resistance  to  the  opjiressive  power  of  the 
iMiglish  king  was  taking  hold  of  the  mintis  of  the  citizens. 
Colonel  Leonard  was  born  lanuar)'  iS,  iy},C>-  lie  was  «>ne 
of  the  fourteen  children  of  Major  Zephaniah  ami  Ilann.di 
King,  his  wife,  anil  ilietl  April  I  I.  1S14.  I  le  w.i>  grailu.ited 
at  Yale  Universit\-  in  173S  I  lis  m<uher's  lamil\-  was  ■ 
ilescribed  by  the  present  writer  in  a  .SX«/. /•  .;/  f//f  /•',/;/.•///.  y 
/'/  Kilties,  published  in  iS6(').  She  was  .1  noble  l.idy.  Major 
/.ephaniah  .ii\il  llannah  LetMi.ird  ilied  i-n  the  s.mic  ila)-, 
Ai)ril  23,  1766,  he  in  his  sixty-thinl  and  she  in  her  ^ixiy- 
seconil  year,  ami  were  buried  at  the  I'lain  Cemetery,  Taun- 
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ton      Their   epitaph,    written    by    their    pastor,   Rev     Or 
Peres  J'^orbes,  is  as  follows,  omitting   names  and  dales  ; 

"To  (lust  and  silent  e  so  nuuli  wortli   < unsigned 
Sheds  a  sad  gitjoin  o'er  \anilies  hclnnd, 
Such  our  pursuits,  prouil   iiiorials  v.iinly  soar. 
,  Sec  heie,  the  \vi^e,  the  virtuous  arc  ii<i  inoie, 

How  mean  ainliition  I   how  couiplctely   hale! 
How  dun  the  tinted  glories  of  the  great. 

+:■  ■:<  w  *  » 

"And  de.ith  anil  luiveiini;  darkness  hide  us  all." 

It  is  a  tradition  that  the  missing  verse  wascrascii  b)' a 
grandson  who  was  displeased  .it  its  lulsome  character. 

In  the  movements  «>f  the  RevoKitiun,  Colonel  Leonard 
took  a  [)rominent  part. 

He  was  a  fn-m  friend  to  the  liberties  of  the  people  and 
had  their  confulcnce.  He  helil  the  ofTice  of  High  Sherilf 
of  Hri>titl  Count)'  thirt\-tuo  years.  His  residence  was  in 
lva\nhani,  abtjut  a  mile  ami  a-half  from  the  (jreen, 
Taunton.  Thus  in  the  flower  of  life,  with  .i  minil  active  and 
vigorous  his  wife  was  brought  into  a  responsible  and  useful 
situation.  Colonel  Leonard  was  connecteil  with  the  Leon- 
ard fimilies  in  the  xicinil)-,  who  were  among  the  first  in 
intelligence  and  enterprise.  Samuel  Leonard,  his  brother, 
a  graduate  of  Yale  in  the  class  of  1791,  having,  before  all 
others  in  the  State,  set  up  furnaces  and  the  manufacture 
of  various  domestic  articles  which  usuall)-  had  been  im- 
ported from  Lngland.  The  introtluction  of  these  works 
opened  a  wide  field  for  the  energy  aiul  industry  of  ihe 
people.  Hut  the  chief  business  of  her  husbaiul.  Colonel 
Leonard,  was  attending  the  courts,  .\\\(\  performing  the 
other.iluties  of  his  office.  He  was  necessaiil)*  brought  into 
connection  with  the  principal  men  of  the  countr)'.  who 
were  often  \'isitors  at  his  house.  As  the  interests  of  hus- 
baml  and  wife  are  identified  it  is  easy  to  sec  that  a  great 
responsibility  would  tlevolve  on  her.  in  receiving  these 
friends.  She  indeed  was  the  presiiling  genius  of  her 
house 

When  married  she  did  not  give  up  her  place  in  «»">ciety. 
as  is  too  often  the  c.isc  with  a  married  l.ul)'  m  svnie  por- 
tions of  the  country.  Man)'  have  thought  that  the  in.irried 
ladies,  though  in  the  bloom  and  vigor  of  life,  should  con- 
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fine  llicmsclvcs  almost  wholl)-  to  domestic  retirement, 
shoukl  vacate  their  seat  in  the  choir,  tlnni^h  their  assist- 
ance is  ever  so  essential,  and  tli.it  the)'  should  put  on  the 
matron,  somewhat  as  the  nun  does  the  veil. 

She,  however,  made  it  her  object,  to  be  a^  often  as  con- 
venient, at  every  agreeable  circle  c»r  her  friends,  and  aiil 
in  every  laudable  enterprise.  The  marriage  insteail  of  dis- 
i|ualifying  her  for  society  naturally  prompted  her  to  greater 
courage  and  zeal  in  proniotinj^;  the  public  good  \Vc 
naturally  feel  a  wanner  interest  in  the  circumstances  of  a 
married  lady  and  attribute  to  her  greatei"  weight  of  charac- 
ter, than  wlien  in  a  single  slate.  True  it  is  oftt.-n  suppose<l 
that  the  unmarrie<l  lady  is  more  free  from  domestic  cares, 
anil  has  more  time  at  her  disposal  to  devote  to  the  chari- 
ties of  the  «la\',  but  no  goc>d  re.ison  can  be  i^iviii,  \vh\  ,  on 
a  changeof  her  rel.itions  she  shouM  relini|uish  those  tluties 
which  then  she  is  more  competent  to  pirform 

Mrs.  Leonard  was  of  a  placid  and  cheerful  spirit,  sul)ject 
to  no  unre.isonable  excitenunts  oi  deprt  scions,  and  not  <»nl)' 
delighteil  in  home,  but  had  the  happ)-  talent  of  n^akin;^ 
home     ilelightful  Being     associated      princip.dl)-     with 

people  of  intelligence  and  refinement,  she  enjo)cd  the 
favorable  opportunity  not  onl)' of  acipiiring  knowledge  but 
of  enlightening  many  in  whatsoever  made  human  e.vistence 
happ)'  and  useful. 

She  had  a  clear  and  active  mind,  her  knowledge  of 
domestic  and  public  affairs  was  unbounded — her  powers  of 
conversation  and  ei)jo)inent  in  social  discourse  were  great  — 
she  was  cheerful,  frank,  undis^^uisetl  in  her  communications. 
If  she  indulged  in  satire  or  reproof  she  was  still  mild  ami 
amusing. 

Mrs.  Leonard  was  one  of  the  most  industrious  women  rtf 
her  time  ;  she  had  received  her  education  .im«»ng  a  people, 
and  .It  an  .ige  when  iiulustr)-  .iiul  diligence  in  business  was 
considered  not  only  necess.u)',  but  honorable  in  all  clas:.es. 
She  was  skillful  in  conducting  the  various  manuf.ictures  of 
the  household.  She  well  understood  in  carl\!ife  the  wh.»lc 
economy  of  the  f.unily,  and  this  kiuiwleilge  was  ol  .L^ie.-xt 
service  to  her  in  after  life.  She  could  turn  her  attentions 
fri>m   one     thing    to    another    without    interruption        Slie 
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received  thnt  early  iliscipliiie  which  fitted  her  mind  for  a 
great  variety  of  cmpIoymeiUs.  If  company  entcrcil  unex- 
pectedly, or  at  any  unseasonable  hour,  she  was  not  discon- 
certed or  unprepared  fur  it  ;  but  could  so  vary  her  cngai^e- 
ments  as  to  make  herself  perfectly  a^'reeahle. 

Early  in   life    she  formed    the  resolrtion  of  actjuirinp  a  ] 

religious  character  ami  of  doinj,',  by  the  hel|)  of  Divine 
grace,  all  she  couUl  to  form  the  same  hol\'  character  in 
others,  and  I  iloubt  not  that  many  now  rejoice  in  con- 
sequence of  her  example  and  endeavors  for  their  gootl. 
Her  opinions  and  judgment  were  often  sought  respecting 
the  tlifficultios  experienced  in  training  children,  anil  on 
>i[.'t  '  questions  of  econom)'  in  household  affairs,  which,  at  that 
ilay,  were  thought  to  be  matters  of  great  importance 

Iler  suggestions  and  counsels  were  considered  as  coming 
from  a  person  of  clear   miiul,  good  sense   antl   sound  picl)' 
Her  personal   appearance  gave  her  great   advantage  in 
drawing  the  attention  of  her  friemls.     She  was  of  a  rudd)- 
countenance,    in    her   larly   life   h.ul    a   sparkling   e>'e    th.il 
'  beameil  with  intelligence,  hei-  voice  was  clear  ami  musical, 

•  her  figure  tall  and  erect,  her  step  in   her  prime  was  lively  ; 

•  '•'  aiul  her  whole  person  shapel)'  and  well  proportioned.  She 
was  not  remarkable  for  muscular  strength,  but  of  a  delicate 
frame,  and  >'et  of  a  texture  which  seeined  well  adapted  for 
longe\'it>'.  She  assumeil  no  pecidiarity  of  manner,  but  her 
affability  and  power  of  instructive  and  engaging  conversa- 
tion, together  with  a  playful  humor,  and  never-failing 
cheerfulness  and  vivacity  made  her  presence  exceeiiingi) 
agreeable.  She  never  .ippeared  to  be  conscious  th.it  she 
excelletl  in  an)'  of  these  (pi.ilities  ;  her  natural  gooil  sense 
and  luuiibie  opinion  of  herself  cau.^eil  in  her  an  .amiable 
,  cliftldence  and  leil  her  to  show  much  delerence  to  the 
^pinions  of  her  friends.  It  is  often  the  case  that  a  person 
depriveil  of  sight  or  partially  tle.if,  has  the  defect  gix-atly 
compensateil  In-  the  possession  of  .i  more  than  ordinary- 
amiable  spirit,  so  that  more  sjmpathy  ami  respect  are 
gained.  Hut  there  was  needed  in  her  no  humiliation  to 
teach  her  complaisance  .iml  ami.diilitN'  :  for  these  were  the 
promptings  of  her  nature,  uniler  the  enlightenment  which 
Divine  grace  had  shed  upon  her. 
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She  possessed  a  philosophic  spirit,  equally  removed  from 
superstition  aud  levity  and  free  from  that  reserve  on  the 
sul)ject  of  rclip^ion.  which  is  manifested  hy  many  of  good 
education.  She  was  wont  to  ascribe  to  Divine  Providence 
the  occurrence  of  remarkable  events,  and  this  habit  doubt- 
less led  her  to  a  more  cheerful  ac(]uiesccnce  ir  the  will  of 
Heaven.  Thus,  very  different  was  the  cast  of  her  mind 
from  the  French  [philosopher,  Comte,  who,  in  giving  a  lucid 
and  most  instructive  description  uf  the  planetary  system, 
the  position  and  revolutions  of  the  heavely  bodies,  never 
once  hints  that  they  must  have  been  arran^^'ed  by  a  Tower 
infinitely  intelligent. 

She  was  a  person  whenever  felt  the  ]iressure  of  indigence 
and  )'et  the  e.xhibition  of  numerous  instances  of  it  arouml 
her  always  affected  her,  and  led  her  to  strenuous  exertions 
for  its  relief.  During  the  years  (^f  her  first  settlement  in  life 
many  families  were  straitened  for  comfortable  subsistence, 
u  hen  in  conse(|uencc  of  mechanical  and  manufacturing 
business  being  at  a  low  ebb,  laliorers  couKI  obtain  but 
scant)'  wages. 

The  charities  of  the  aftluent,  at  that  da\",  were  not  given 
t<")  found  hospitals  and  colleges  and  for  bene\'olent  purposes 
to  the  extent  that  is  now  witnessed,  but  were  wiseh* 
employed  in  relieving  the  unfortunate  and  suffering  in  their 
own  vicinity.  And  there  were  many  such  in  consetpience 
of  the  prostration  of  business,  and  the  return  home  o\' 
revolutionary  soldiers  unpaid.  It  is  statetl  on  good  author- 
it)'  that  two  hundrctl  ami  fifty  thousanil  pounds  were 
line  in  1 786  to  the  soliliers  of  the  Revolution  from  Massa- 
chusetts. Her  hands  were  open  to  all  such,  and  the  blessing 
of  man)'  ready  to  i)erish  came  ui)on  her.  This  habit  (»f 
giving  WAS  doubtless  one  cause  of  her  accumulating 
propert)'  [jcyond  that  of  many  others,  and  led  her  to  stiul)' 
gre.iter  econoni)'  in  her  expeiuliturcs  That  it  is  nu>re 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive,  w.is  \erifuMl   in  her  case. 

Her  condition  was  not  that  of  the  voluptuary  or  the 
affluent  who  se.irches  for  new  methoils  of  pleasure  and 
speaks  disdainfull\'  of  the  stercot\ped  oomfort<«  of  domestiv. 
life.  She  appeared  like  one  who  was  not  conscious  of  being 
in  the  possession  of  wealth,  who  affected  no  pride  in  being 
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able  to  appear  better  than  the  commonalty,  nor  exhibited 

any  syin|)toins  of  ciiv)'  in  view  of  those  who  seek  l«)  dis- 
tance all  beneath  tlicin.  She  rcali/i.d  ili.it  the  .mibitioiis 
racing  of  families  to  sec  which  cm  j^iin  pre-eminence  in 
tile  style  of  livinj^  wasas  ilisastrous  as  the  racinj^  (if  vehicle^ 
on  our  piililic  thorouj^'hfares  in  the  endeavor  to  onlspee<l 
each  other. 

Acc<)r(hnj^ly  her  ileportnient  in  the  presence  of  the 
imiij^ent  would  never  lead  liieni  to  eiiv)'  her  superior  con- 
ilition,  nor  to  think  that  she  felt  herself  .ihovc  them,  for 
she  aimed  only  at  that  course  of  life  which  has  reason  for 
the  foundation  of  its  hap[)iness. 

Mven  in  early  life  she  avoided  profusion  ;  as  did  Madame 
Mere,  the  mother,  f»f  Napoleon  who  bein^  asked  why  she 
was  so  IruLjal,  when  six  of  \\cv  sons  ami  sons-in-law  were 
kini^s,  sail!  she  knew  not.  \)ul  that  in  consei|uence  of 
reverses  befalling'  them  she  mi^ht  )ct  have  to  ^ive  them 
breail  ;  which  a  lew  years  later  was  actually  the  case. 
Thus  Mrs  Leonaril,  knowing  the  contini'.enc)'  of  human 
alVairs,  or.  more  properly,  ti>e  chaiii^es  in  the  events  >>( 
I'rovitlcnce.  scpiandereil  nothin;_j,  was  persuailed  that  -^ome 
de[.Mee  of  wealth  was  necessar)'  for  the  conveniences  of  ,i 
loni;  life,  and  felt  that  there  were  too  many  instances  of 
worthy  persons  reduced  to  narrow  means  in  old  a|^'e  To 
|)ractice  economy  was  to  her  no  self-denial,  though  in  her 
situation  it  was  not  so  needful,  as  in  many  others,  .md  she 
knew  how  much  easier  it  is  to  adopt  a  restricteil  and 
moder.ite  st\'le  of  living  from  choice  and  principle  «>f 
economy,  than  alter  a  ccnirse  of  profusion  to  be  ur^ed  to  it 
by  necessity.  Hecause  in  the  former  case  we  comman<l 
our  resoiM'ces  ;  in  this,  they  commaml  us. 

One  of  the  things  most  ilreadcd  in  old  a^e  is  want  If 
we  cannot  then  live  on  what  we  have  previously  ac(piired, 
the  charity  of  relatives  ami  friends  is  a  frail  ilepcmkiue. 
Ihit  of  such  an  evil  Mrs  Leonard  never  had  the  least 
tjround  of  fear,  even  to  the  closinjj  year  of  her  century. 
The  infirmities  of  old  ape  are  enotii^h  without  boin^ 
har.issed  with  the  cares  and  fears  of  |K'nury,  and  to  b-  i1h»> 
distressed  after  a  lifeof  toil  ami  industry  i^»  a  bitter  ingredi- 
ent in   the  cup  of  age,  when   the  jjrasshop[)er  is  a  burden 
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niul  the  stroiinr  nicii  bow  themselves  Yet  the  accidents 
t«>  which  we  are  lialiU-  under  .in  infinitel)-  wise  Providence, 
rechice  some  of  tlie  best  to  this  forh)rM  condition.  It  is 
wisely  ordercil  that  the  sensibilities  t^f  a^c  arc  often 
blunteil,  that  it  inay  nf)t  feel  aci  iiimdated  evils  s<»  keenly 
\'et  our  friend  in  her  advaiueil  a^e  appearcil  to  possess  a 
seUbitiveness.  livelier  and  Keener  at  tiin<'s  than  in  larlv 
life. 

To  ilescribe  one's  relii^ion  is  a  difticult  task  especially 
when  modesty  and  reserve  prevent  anythin^^  like  ostenta- 
tion or  displa)'.  There  have  been  sometimes  in  years  ^one 
b\'  so  much  show  and  display  of  reli;,jif)us  emotion,  that 
humble  and  dilTnlent  souls  have  j^^one  into  the  other 
extreme,  and  appear  to  think  however  much  relii^ion  or 
piet)'  they  i)osse8s  they  muU  never  make  a  ilisplay  and 
r.iiely  spe.ik  of  it.  l^ut  our  friend's  religion  came  nearer  to 
the  scriptural  motlel.  Her  love  to  (joiI,  her  striving;  to 
brinj^  her  heart  into  a  ilcvotit>nal  frame,  the  exerci>in^'  of 
the  glowing  emotions  of  love,  joy,  peace  and  the  contem- 
plation, with  calm  rapture  of  the  ^dories  of  the  invisible 
kin^idom.  as  they  are  portrayed  b)'  inspireil  author.^  diti  not 
constitute  the  whole  of  her  religion.  These  indeed 
appeared  to  her  the  bei^inning  and  fovmilation  of  it.  but  she 
insisted  that  reliijion  consists  in  showint;  a  rii,dit  spirit  and 
conduct  toward  men,  and  th.il  in  this  w.i\-  it  is  more  fidl)' 
proveil,  anil  more  easily  tested  than  in  an)'  oilier  1  have 
heard  her  repeat  the  well  known  lines  : 

"  lor  modes  anil  forms  let  sensck^s  bigots  figlil 
His  can'l  be  wrong  whose  life  is  in  die  rijjiji." 

She  considered  "the  letting  one's  light  shine  before 
men  "  as  essential,  and  that  if  it  iloes  not  shine,  it  is  because 
there  is  none.  One  may  be,  by  being  »>perated  upon  b)' 
others,  or  by  his  own  efforts,  wrought  up  into  an  ecstasy 
of  religious  excitement,  when  there  is  in  it  no  element  of 
self-denial  or  of  holiness,  and  hence  tliis  effervescence  oJ 
feeling  will  be  very  likely  to  subside  and  pass  off  like  tl»o 
tlew  or  the  morning  clouil  She  often  spoke  of  ones 
liability  to  be  deceived  by  his  own  heart,  ami  liow  much 
fear  she  had  of  trustin-:  to  hers. 
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It  maybe  that  she  insisted  in(»rc  than  some  on  tliat  part 
of  relij^Moii  which  consists  in  outw.viil  iluties,  as  at  that  ilay 
there  had  be^'an  to  be  a  falling  off  frtmi  certain  hi^h  jxiinis 
of  doctrine,  tlic  belief  of  which  had  been  excessively  urjjed 
as  intlispensable  to  salvation.  Hut  lier  camlor,  her  frequent 
readini;  of  the  Scriptures  and  her  consistent  views  of  Tiod 
as  a  tender  and  compassionate  parent,  as  well  as  her  own 
gooii  s-'nse,  led  her  \.u  perceive  that  tc>  believe  theological 
iloctrines  is  easier  than  to  i)ractice  the  ("hrislian  lUiiies, 
and  that  adopting,'  a  creed  is  one  thin^',  ami  living'  .iccortl- 
ing  t«i  it  is  another  ;  that  speculative  is  ilift'crent  from 
justif}'inLj  faith,  that  mere  orthodoxy  or  intellectual  religion 
or  refinement  of  taste,  ui  .imiable  accomplishments,  do  not 
constitute  true  religion  ;  and  that  unlesb  we  love  (loil  with 
all  our  he.irt,  our  religion  is  vain.  .\s  she  »lwelt  on  these 
important  themes,  not  with  a  view  to  controversy,  but  to 
come  to  a  better  knowledge  and  practice  of  them,  she 
understood  them  clearly. 

Her  opportunities  for  knowing  the  peculiar  t^^je  and 
spirit  of  the  Christian  ministry  at  the  close  of  the  List 
century  and  the  beginning  of  the  jiresent,  were  not  inferior 
to  any.  Being  uniformly  at  church,  and  listening  atten- 
tively to  such  a  man  as  Rev.  Dr.  Teres  I-'obcs  during  the 
forty-five  years  of  his  ministry,  she  was  led  by  his  pene- 
trating mint!  and  attractive  manner  to  analyze  ami  ap|)ly 
the  great  doctrines  of  Christianity. 

Iksidcs  these  public  advantages,  she  availed  herself  of 
the  aid  of  religious  conversation  with  the  most  learneil  and 
experienced  Christians  ;  and  such  conversation  was  then 
more  spiritual  .iiul  freciuent  than  is  usual  at  the  present 
age.  Her  accpiaintance  with  the  religious  bov>ks  of  her 
time  was  extensive.  V^olumes  of  sermons,  such  as  Saurin, 
Hlair's  and  Leighton's  were  then  in  great  repute.  The 
reading  public  then  was  not  ilrawn  to  cheaj),  trash)-  Iker- 
ature.so  abundant  in  these  days.  What  served  to  awaken 
her  mind  to  religious  subjects  was  the  rcatling  of  '.omc  ol 
the  l'>nglish  poets,  such  as  Young  and  Cow  per.  It  w.i-  the 
works  of  Cowper  which  so  interestcti  the  mind  ol  l>aniil 
Webster  as  to  give  him,  at  the  connnencement  of  his  v  l.iss- 
ical  course,  that  admiration  of  religious  truth  when  cor- 
rectly expressed  which  characterized  him  through  lile. 
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Thus  our  friend  fnrmcil  her  l.istc  for  rclif^'ious  rcatlin^ 
from  the  best  inoilels,  ami  expiesseil  lier  th^)u;4ht^  sensibly 
and  clear!)'. 

She  i)resented,  in  truth,  one  of  the  fairest  instances  of 
the  respect,  inlluence  and  consideration  which  n»a)'  be 
actiuired  b\' a  woman  of  the  midiile  ranks  without  the  gifts 
of  genius. 

She  showed  how  much  iiulustr)',  jjood  sense  antl  a  con- 
ciliatory disposition  dignify  the  position  of  a  woman  <<f 
onlinar)'  education,  and  she  proved  how  much  it  is  in  the 
power  of  ever)'  woman  to  raise  herself.  It  is  saiti  that 
woman  rises  or  falls  to  the  level  of  her  husband.  Hut  she 
not  only  rose  with  her  husband,  but  assisted  him  in  rising 
and  in  holding  the  luuiors  and  diq;nilies  which  a  L;enerous 
public  a\\arded  him. 

She  entertained  her  friends  with  .sijlendi*!  hospitality 
when  they  met  at  ilinner  oi  at  tea,  thoui^h  it  w.is  without 
an)'  ilisplay  of  dress,  or,  u  hat  is  more  offensive,  with  rij;id 
or  fastiilious  politetiess.  "The  jiower  of  bearing  with  the 
unlettered,"  which  accordiu}^'  to  l*)'tha<;oras  is  the  mark  of 
a  j^ood  eilucation,  was  alwa)  s  manifest  in  her. 

To  a  natural  vein  of  good  sense,  Mrs.  Leonard  united 
great  charms  of  peison.  and  the  gentleness  ami  loveliness 
of  her  appear.mce  and  manners  awakeneil  ailmiration. 
Her  features  were  strongl)'  m. irked,  )'et  delicate,  express- 
ing an  ele\'ation  of  sentiment  befitting  an  exaltetl  condi- 
tion. Her  hazel-blue  e)'es  were  set  off  b)'  a  brilliant 
comple.xion,  and  were  full  of  animation.  Her  e)ebrows 
were  high  an<l  archeil,  .iml  her  countenance  exhibited  a 
vivacity  ami  f(;minine  delicac)'  which  were  oidy  suri)asseil 
b)'  the  sweetness  of  lier  \c)ice  atul  the  s)'mmetry  of  her 
person.  Her  nose  was  prominent,  ab  is  always  tlie  case 
with  persons  who  attain  long  life.  Her  stature  was  a  little 
above  the  middle  height,  which,  with  her  stately  step, 
presented  that  form  and  gait  which  is  sometimes  called 
cjueenly. 

In  after  life,  that  peculiar  and  indefina!)le  charm  which 
results  from  natural  gooil  sense  .md  refinement  of  manners, 
continued  in  no  small  ilegree  to  be  tiie  attractions  of  her 
ai)pe.irance  ;  so  that  it  was  no  matter  of  womler  that   the 
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scholar  .uui  philanthropist  Jcli^ihtctl  in  her  conversation. 
Ilcr  mind  was  continually  pro;;res>.in^',  not  onl)'  Ironi  her 
own  efforts  to  improve  it,  hut  1>\'  coming'  in  nmtact  with 
supei  ior  intellects. 

Shall  we  i^niore  tjje  labors  of  such  dauj^hteis  of  New 
ICn^land  who,  thoUL,'h  their  names  have  lot  .i|>peareil  in 
j)rint,  or  been  lioni/eil  on  account  of  some  speci.d  worUs  of 
philanthrop)-,  )et  ha\e  ilone  ns  much  for  their  ccumtryand 
their  kiml  as  have  the  celebrateil  authores>es  whose 
literar)'  protluctions  we  ailmire.  She  was  one  of  that  lar^c 
number  of  our  countr\wc>men  who  did  ^ood  without  lettin;^ 
the  left  hand  know  what  the  rij,'ht  hand  was  doinj^  1  hey 
ha\e  their  rewar«l  in  he.uen,  thtju^'h  no  one  has  recorded 
their  names  on  the  fame-rolls  (.)f  earth. 


I'" 


•  To  ha\c  been  blesseil  with  a  niolher  u  ho^e  jjresence 
cheered  oiu'  home,  whose  smile  ami  i;lad  welcome  aiw.iy-. 
met  us  there  ;  who  accompanietl  us  to  the  hou-^e  o(  (iciil, 
imp<ise^  on  us  a  sacred  obliL;ation.  Can  we  e\  ei'  forget 
her,  or  fail  to  kcej)  alive  the  remembrance  of  her  acts  ol 
Idveand  tenderness  ton  arils  us.'  llowwe  lo\e  to  look 
back  on  the  ilim  vista  of  childhood  and  thiid^  u\  the  alfec- 
tion  such  a  mother  l.ivished  on  u.>,  causint;  our  yount; 
hearts  to  bound  with  jow  Who  can  measure  the  <leplh, 
the  con^>lanc\•  and  .siiK».rit\  ol  a  mother  s  love.  When  a 
heartless  world  mav  ha\e  frowned,  she  was  the  more 
devoted  to  <^ur  ^nod.  .uul  cl.isped  us  closer  to  her  heart  in 
s)-mpalhy  ami  affection.  No  hand  like  hers  coidd  smooth 
the  troubled  brow,  no  e)  e  like  hers  penetrate  into  the 
ile|)th  of  our  nature  ami  .•^earch  out  our  sorrows. 

Ami  can  we  doubt,  when  such  .i  parent  leaves  um,  Vhat 
she  has  entereil  the  settlements  i»f  the  blessed  ;  that  >he  is 
clothed  in  the  white  robes  of  saints  ,  that  over  her  features 
pl.i)s  a  heavenly  smile?  I'hat,  could  she  address  us,  she 
would  sa)-,  "  Beautiful  is  the  place  which  1  inh.d»it,  uoiKK 
wouki  not  tempt  me  to  return  a^.iin  to  earth  ;  l)ecausc 
that   happiness   which   mortals   never    know   is  niine,   and 
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v.'herc  the  river  of  lifcrolls  its  peaceful  waters  is  my  abode  ; 
saints  and  an^^els  are  nu'  companions,  the  Keilcemer  of 
men  m)'  frieiul.  Therefore,  children  of  earth,  set  )our 
affections  on  thinfjs  above,  ami  not  on  things  earthl)',  for 
the  tJjinj^s  of  the  earth  are  temporal,  but  the  j^lories  of 
heaven  are  eternal.  " 

At  the  meriilian  of  her  life,  when  )-ears  of  prosperit)'  had 
been    enjo)eii,  it    was   her    lot,  as    it    is  with    others,  to   l)e 
visiteil    by   some    afthctin^    events      A    lovely  son   about 
se\en    )cars    of    aj^e   fell    into   a    pool    of  water   and    was 
drownetl.     What  .i   panj^^    of  sorrow  such    ati    unlooked-for 
accident  brin^js  to  a  parent's  heart  !      It  is  a  threat  thin^'  to        ;.,• 
be  able  to   preser\'e  a  ipiiel   aiui   resi<^netl   spirit    under   the 
saddening  events  which   tlesh  is  iieir  to.  ami   to  be  able   to 
say,  "not  iii)'  will,  but  the  will  of  Cioil  be  done."     It  is  not 
,  difficult    to  give   utterance   to   doublings   ami    melanchols- 
musings  ami   to  acijuire  the   habit  of  looking   on  the   tlark 
side  of  things.     Such   complainings   fmd  a  responsi-  in   the 
heart  of  mail)'.      Hul  it  was  gi\cn  to   Mrs.  Leonard  It)  look 
through  the  tlarkness   ami   to   find   repose  ami   peace   in  a 
fum  belief  that   (iod  iloes  all   things  well.     The    shades  of 
doubt   and   ilespair   rested    not    upon    her   mind.      l)illicidt 
though  it  be  to  look   upon   the   m\sleries    ot    divine    provi- 
dence with  a  c.ilm  and  childlike    faith,  and    in    painful   cir- 
cumstances to  iliscern  "  a  good   in   evil,  and   a   hope   in   dl 
success."  )el  this  w.is  her  privilege. 

The  discipline  of  life  was  stern  and  tr\ing  to  her,  as  it  is 
doubtless  to  thousamU,  yet  she  bore  up  nobl>'  ami  even 
jo)-ously,  as  all  will  who  put  their  trust  in  the  wisilom  and 
goodness  of  (jud.  Her  ipiietness  ;ind  cheerfulness  were 
not  the  residt  of  insensibilit)-  to  any  form  of  suffering,  but 
were  the  natural  fruits  ofth.it  resignation  which  the  prom- 
ises of  the  (iospel  inspire  She  hail  strong  sympathies  lor 
her  suffering  fellow-men.  .ind  to  all  within  hei  reach  she 
extended  the  hand  of  a  hearty  fellowship.  This  ilecp  i  r 
sympathy  never  prompteil  fruitless  complaints  by  her.  nor  v«  '•• 
leil  her  lo  imlulge  in  repro.uhes.  for  in  sv»n<  ^  ot  .tdxersiiy 
as  well  as  of  prospeiil)'.  through  sun-^hine  and  through 
cloud,  she  recogni/.eil  the  truth  that  a  good  (iod  reignelh 
over  all.     Sorrow  comes  tt>  the  Christian  as  il  coiuca  lo  us  ■ 
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all.  but  he  meets   it  calmls'   uul   coiifulin^jly.  with  the  con- 
viction that, 

"  All  is  of  Ciod,  if  he  hut  wave  his  hand 

riie  mists  culkLt,  tlie  ram  falls  timk  and  luiul, 
I'lll,  with  a  snule  uf  iiglil  on  sea  and  land, 
I.o  I    He  looks  back  from  the  dcp.irvin^  t  loud. 

"  Angels  of  life  and  death  alike  are  hi>>, 

Without  hi-,  leave  they  pas^  nn  ihreshoM  o'er, 
Who,  then,  would  \vi>h  or  dare,  helieviui;  ihi-.. 
Against  his  messengers  to  shut  the  door  ?" 

That  she  had  attained  this  most  desirable  trait  oiC'liris- 
tian  character,  to  "  rejoice  evermore,  anil  in  ever)thiny 
j^'ive  thanks,  "  was  cvitieiU  from  her  manner  and  conversa- 
tion She  consiilered  that  a  melanchol)'  Christian,  who 
makes  it  a  iiabit  to  complain  of  tlie  ills  which  befall  him. 
and,  like  the  chasteneil  jjiophet,  sa)s,  "  1  do  well  to  be 
anj^r)',"  very  poorly  represents  the  reliijion  of  Christ.  He 
insists  that  his  followers  should  rejoice  because  their  names 
are  written  in  heaven. 

A  superior  excellence  of  her  character  was  her  abilit\'  to 
entertain  her  iVienils  with  ai^reeable  conversation.  l*e«»ple 
of  pleasiiiL^  conversational  powers,  who  can  interest  their 
"associates  on  the  current  topics  of  the  da)',  and,  avoidin,:,' 
on  the  one  haml  the  pett\-  scandals  of  the  neiu;hborhooil, 
and  on  the  otlu-r  the  recondite  and  far-fetched  matte!->  ol 
readiuL,',  introduce  subjects  of  lliscour^e  which  are  prolilable 
and  within  the  comprehensi<5n  of  common  mimls.  are  lew 
in  number.  I'o  alTord  enlei  tainnient  on  such  well-chosen 
topics  iswrn  excellence  rarel)' attained  even  by  the  learned. 

Hut  this  coiners.ition.il  power  was  ;in  observable  and 
markeil  feature  in  tin- character  of  our  frienil  She  did  not 
seem  to  have  any  ilesi^n  to  instruct  ignorance,  ilispla\^her 
knowledge,  or  attract  atlmiration  townnl  herself;  )el.  in 
observing  her  unobtrusive  and  unassuming  manner  of 
speaking,  it  was  impossible  not  to  award  to  her  much 
praise. 

Man)-  can  talk  easil)'  and  sen->ibl)-,  at  home  or  amons^ 
tiieir  particular  frieiuls.  but  she  was  so  accustomed  to 
intelligent  society  that  she  hail  the  gift  of  saying  sometliing 
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cntcrtaiiiin^'^  to  those  she  hail  never  seen  before,  aiul  mani- 
fcsteil  with  them  as  j^reat  a  lluencN-  of  speech  as  was 
tiesirable.  Thouji^h  she  knew  als(»  wlien  to  l)e  silent,  anti 
woulil  not  break  in  upon  another,  or  assume  to  hel|)  him 
out  in  what  he  was  slating,  she  never  appeared  taciturn  or 
t«»  "  re\ere  silence"  throuj^h  want  of  inform.ilion.  She 
C()nsi(.lere«.l  it  as  a  want  of  sensibility  in  a  well-informecl 
person  to  let  hours  of  tedium  ilra^'  their  slow  lenj^'th  alun^' 
unrelieveil  b)' a  pleasant  rem. irk  to  those  who  became  even 
casuall>-  one's  companions.  She  knew  it  to  be  a  lault  ol 
man)'  in  s|)enclin^  hours  tojjether  to  let  their  conversation 
run  upon  frivolous  matters,  on  ihe  ^o.ssipantl  pett\' scamlal 
of  the  villafje,  and  in  analyzint;  characters,  b)-  which  un- 
bridletl  use  of  speech,  jealousies  and  heart  burniuiis  arc 
ent,'entiered. 

Hut  this  bes|)atterint,'  of  others,  and  mis-application  of 
the  noblest  faculty  of  our  frame,  could  never  be  attribuleil 
to  her. 

As  it  is  said  of  a  distinijuished  author,  that  he  coulil 
write  treatises  on  science  suitable  for  the  uni\  ersity  Niuilent. 
anti  cradle  h\'mns  for  chililren  in  tlu-  nurser\  .  so  our  Iriend 
could  adai)t  her  conversation  to  the  man  of  re.ulin^'.  and 
CouKI  easil)'  brini;"  her  thoui^hls  .iml  m  lumr  o|  expression 
within  the  comprehension  of  the  uninformeil  anil  juvenile 
mind. 

Xor  was  it  with  her  a  habit  of  introducint^  common-place 
matters  or  repe.ilin;^  a  stale  and  ihre.ul-bare  stor)',  but  her 
conversation  was  seasoned  wilh  a  i^race.  and  so  timed  .is 
to  edifs'  and  interest  the  companw  l-lver\'  one  knows  th.il 
a  just  rem.irk  has  tenfold  i^Meater  weii.,'ht  when  it  is  spoken 
at  the  proper  moment,  and  that  at  another  time,  or  in  a 
different  connection  it  woukl  be  tame  and  spinlle>s.  It  is 
ver\-  observ.ible  that  what  ^Mves  interest  to  conversation, 
is,  a  spice  of  wit  or  the  facult)'  of  making  pertinent  replies, 
ami  of  so  connecting'  ideas  as  to  startle  t he  mind  and  throw 
it  into  an  agreeable  humor.  We  have  seen  a  combination 
of  gravity,  dignity  and  suspicion  overs|>roading  «n."\ny  a 
c<^unten.ince,  broken  up  by  the  utterance  i»f  a  very  few- 
concise  and  pertinent  words.  A  stream  of  conversation 
begins   and    flows   in    regular   succession  in  a  large  circle. 


<■  fj.ro  i'.U.iictni 


'•     ■-;  ■'-"  "    ^  .1'  ''.j-'sii*   to 


'"   '  I     '.J  I   .  ,1 J    '  I ) 


•111.-     7tK)',     TJ.i     Ji:/,l'/;    ;..lli(.''j 

.■I       /it.'f.-J    J.«l|jO-J 

..  .   ,   .lOj    ji' J    .lii'fji  '/ 


f.    '  /  flu;  !j, 


1    Ml'. 7/    j;     1!    .    3   ,-,iif;..-.     i 


•  |(:  j3  O. 


•jfi; 


7<t    iji»     Mv><    .(d     .:>  ,llh 


•>9. 


llIOCIiAIMIK  Al.  SKKICII 


r  '1 


w  Inch  opens,  animates  and  dclifjlits  every  miiul.  It  was 
her  peculiar  faciilt)-  wilhout  .ippaicni  tlesi^n  lo  turn  tlif 
key  wliieli  unlocks  the  pent-up  faculties,  sets  tlieni  in 
a<iieeal)le  action,  and  puts  a  considerable  conip.mv  into 
better  favor  with  themselves  and  one  another  Whoever 
possesses  this  faculty  is  as  much  an  enli-^htener  ami  enter- 
tainer ot  others  as  is  the  elotpient  orator.  Ilence  the 
entertainment  we  feel  in  rc.itlinfj  the  conversational  sa)in^-> 
of  Dr.  Johnson  taken  fresh  from  his  own  lips,  llenee  the 
influence  which  the  casual  unstuilied  hut  pithj-  remarks  of 
our  p.uents  exert  on  our  niinils  man\'  )ears  after  the)-  were 
uttered. 

In  wliat  is  termed  small-tall;,  or  in  the  <^arrulity  of  age. 
she  was  no  proficient.  It  had  not  been  her  inclination  <>i 
li.d)it  in  her  \outh  to  reaii  such  li^'ht  literature  as  is  com- 
mon at  this  d.i\',  and  hence  we  ma\"  see  that  the  lilerature 
of  novels  is  not  essential  to  reniler  one  an  ai;reeable  com- 
panion or  to  t^ive  one  the  facuit)'  of  entertaining'  conver^a- 
tion.  Natur.d  ^'ooil  sen-^e  and  the  stud)'  of  men's  manners 
"living'  as  the\'  rise,  "  is  more  sine  to  awaken  the  latent 
powers  and  give  us  a  facilit)'  in  communicatini/  our  thoughts 
to  others. 

We  conceive  that  a  society  or  neighborhood  of  such 
lathes,  as  the  distinguished  friend  I  am  ilescribing  w»)uld. 
in  lluMr  frequent  intercourse,  greatly  impri)ve  each  i>ther. 
ami  contribute  mutually  to  their  happiness.  Their  social 
parties  would  be  marked  with  an  elegance  and  grace  «»f 
conversation  highl)'  attractive.  Were  the  ilialogues  (»l 
an  afternoon  or  evening  written  out  entire,  it  w  c^uld  not  be 
that  chjt-chat  which  we  olten  see  spread  on  the  page*-  ol 
a  newsi)aper  or  magazine  and  which  few  t bought lul  perNon> 
can  ever  slt)p  to  read,  but  their  conversation,  though  easy 
and  familiar,  >  et  not  high-tlown,  would  be  the  interchange 
of  interesting  thoughts  w  hich  Wi)uld  bear  to  be  writtO'n  and 
read. 

iMrs.  Leonard,  as  I  have  said,  h.id  her  residence  in  the 
country,  though  near  wh.it  w.»s  ihot^  ihellomi-lnug  village 
of  the  shire  town  of  the  count\-.  Country  politeucs-^  which 
is  usually  more  precise  than  that  i»f  cities,  never  stiffened 
her   manners    into   rigidil\ ,  but    left   her   in   such  case  and 


wfirsl  ?.\  >iiriv/  ill 


I!  '■/'•:!!   I'^iiv.  ,vr.!.  ■■•■\]  ?j;  iiofir 


\''i<-  ')^\  l);ij.  'Xfi^'^f:  J:oo,;  ';. 'I'l  !,■/        Cwi] 


'.)     '     i;ot»H"("  !|f,  f: 


i>;  Ml  u;     )<■  '■     ,•:•'  ;  (; 


bnoT 


.Ml:S.    AIIICAII,    M  1»KN    I.Kc  tN  A  I;  l». 


23 


frcciloni.  that  no  oiic  wouKI  have  suspccttHl  that  she  was 
not  hrcil  in  the  cit\'.  She  toiiUI  not  onl\'  enteitaiti  with 
.i},Mccal)le  Coiners. itioii  her  fainilN'  ami  iiei^^'hlioi  s.  hut  she 
hail  a  reathness  in  e.xpre'^sini^'  her  ihonj^hts  am<m^  stranj^ers 
who  coiikl  not  see  an\'thin^'  provincial  in  her  manner  of 
expression  or  proiumcialiiin.  I  his  n>i)'  appear  to  s«<me  a 
slij^ht  ciiMJilicatioii,  hut  when  we  consider  what  constitutes 
the  lad)',  ami  that  our  boarding-school  teachers  are  lectur- 
ing' their  pupils  on  the  ^Maces,  the\-  w  ill  not  overlook  these 
items.  What  possible  reason  can  be  given  wh)'  fifteen  or 
twenty  lailiesaml  ^'enllemcn  of  various  at;es,  in  an  eveiiinjj 
visit  at  a  Iriemls  house  should  meet  and  separ.ite  without 
havini^f  e.xchan^eil  half  a  do/en  iileas  be\oiul  the  merest 
common-place.  Vet  it  is  to  be  rej^reted  that  man\- indulge 
Old)-  in  such  small  talk,  as 

"\Vho  (Innced  with  whom,  and  who  arc  like  to  wed, 
And  who  is  handed,  and  who  is  hroiij^hl  to  bed." 


\W-  know  that  the  s|)irit  and  manners  of  the  peojile  of 
her  eail\'  ami  middle  life  were  of  a  hii^h  order.  Such  men 
ami  women  as  she  represented,  the  wot  Id  had  not  seen  lor 
centuries.  1  heir  reIi;.4ion  was  redt)lent  with  the  rejoicings 
o(  t hauksgivinijs,  ol  ordinations  o|  pastors,  of  milit.ii)' 
musters,  of  house  r.iisings,  ol  har\esi  homes,  of  Iiulepend- 
cnce,  and  of  marriage  festivals. 

These  occasions  were  hailnl  by  the  \oung  ami  «>ld  of 
both  sexes,  and  served  to  gi\e  a  peculi.ir  character  to  the 
people.  Pia\'er,  public  aildresscs  .md  religious  songs  were 
no  small  part  ol  their  observ.mces,  lor  the  rejoicings  of  the 
people  were  best  expresseil  in  the  forms  of  religion.  In 
their  i)ublic  o\'  private  g.itherings  their  greetings  Weie 
cordial  ami  pleas. mt  When  relatives  and  friends  came 
together,  it  might  be  on  the  birlhda)',  (»r  the  anniversary 
of  the  wedfling  of  some  one  of  the  part)',  the  occasion  was 
fragr.int  with  ludy  reminiscenses  ^A  thrilling  e\cnls  and 
served  to  strengthen  the  ties  of  kiiulred  and  famil)'  and 
home,  which  are  the  sources  of  purest  earth!)"  io\-.  ami  allied 
to  those  w  Inch  are  heavenl)-. 
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It  is  proper  to  speak  here  of  Mrs.  Leonard  as  tin-  niotlicr 
of  a  faniil}',  because  in  this  relation  it  is  that  woman  cxcrls 
her  chief  influence  and  appears  to  the  hi^'hest  advantage. 
She  was  blessed  as   the    mother  of  nine  chihlren.   six  soils  j 

and  three  tlau^diters.  Clarissa,  born  Xovembei  8,  1771, 
was  married  at  Raynham.  March  6,  1779.  to  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  ' 

Wi^dit,  a  Con^^re^Mtion.il  minister  of  thstinction  and  useful-  ; 

ness,  anil  who  (bed  in  1S37,  after  a   pastorate  of  forty-four  j 

years  at  Bristol,  R.  I  ,  m   the   seventy-seventh  year  of  his  ( 

age.     She    died     at     Chestnut     Hill,     Lawrenccville.    (ia  ,  j 

September  15,  1864,  in  her  ninety-third  )'ear  On  the 
anniversary  of  her  seventieth  year  she  suileil  from  New 
York  to  li\c  \s  ith  her  children  in  Gcorj^'ia.  She  became 
much  attacheil  to  her  ailopted  liome  ami  often  said 
she  thou^'ht  her  life  had  been  prolon^^ed  by  the  change. 
One  of  their  ilaughters,  Abigail  Alden,  became  the  wife  t)f 
the  late    Hon.    n)ron    Diman,  (Governor  of   Rhotie   Island  ' 

Their  st)n,  the  late  ilenr)' Wight  Diman.  was  consul  at  Lis- 
bon for  twenty-two  )'ears,  and  ilied  September,  18S4. 
unmarried.  J.  Lewis  Diman,  S.T.D  ,  l.ite  I'rofessor  of 
Histoi)'  and  Political  Lconomy  at  Brown  Universit)-,  who 
died  in  I'ebruary,  18S1,  was  one  of  their  children.  A  letter 
written  b)-  Mrs.  Clara  I^  .  widow  i<f  A.  Sian>-  De  Wolf,  of 
Bristol,  R.  I.,  one  of  the  daughters,  will  be  found  in  the 
appendix. 

Abigail  Leonanl,  born  Jul>-  10,  i/'xj,  married  Daviil 
West,  March  8,  1795.  He  was  a  nourishing  stationer  ami 
publisher  of  Boston.  .After  his  decease  she  married  Mr 
Andrew  Cimningham,  (>(  Boston.  The  thiril  daut^hter, 
Fanny,"  born  April  19,  1785,  remained  single,  living  with 
her  mother,  and  ministering  to  her  wants  in  the  kindest 
manner.  After  the  death  of  her  brother,  Horatio,  slie 
resided  in  the  family  of  her  friend,  Mrs.  Franklin  J)ean. 
ami  died  February  4,  1S75,  aged  ninety  years. 

Of  the  sons,  one,  as  we  have  saiil,  was  drowneil  when  a 
child,  and  two  died  in  infancy,  '/ephani.^h.  the  oldest  who 
survived,  was  graduated  at  Brown  I'nixeisil)  in  I7v.^  •'"'■' 
after  receiving  his  ilegree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  settled  in 
Lumberton.  N.  C,  where  he  hail  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice  for  about    tuent\'  \ears       He   then  returneil  with 
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his  family  to  Raynham,  anil  spciU  the  residue  of  liis  life  in 
visiting  and  rccciviiij^  friends.  lie  was  born  April  i«Stli. 
1773.  and  died  at  Raynliani,  Seplcndjcr  iilli,  1.S23. 

riie  third  son,  Horatio,  horn  September  2.Stli.  17.S0. 
having  been  well  educated,  w.is  appointed  t«)  the  (<ffice  of 
Hi^'h  Sheriff  of  Bristol  Count)' after  his  hither  had  resi;,'ned 
it,  .ind  coiuinued  in  it  lhut)'-si\  \ears,  peifornun^  its 
duties  in  times  of  political  strife  to  the  satisf.iction  of  the 
government  and  contending  parties,  lie  occupied  the 
liome-i)lace  of  his  father,  and  it  tlevolved  on  him  \u  cherish 
and  sustain  his  venerable  mother  during  the  l'»n^  years  in 
which  she  survived  her  husband.  And  how  well  he  per- 
formed the  responsible  duties  of  a  son  towanl  so  excellent 
a  parent,  with  integrity,  kimlness,  and  assiiluit)-,  all  who 
observed  him  could  testif)'.  lie  marrieil  I'.inn)-,  daughter 
of  Nehemiah  aiul  Toll)'  Washburn.  She  died  |.inuar\" 
22d,  1846  ;  after  her  death  he  married  again,  ami  dieil 
December  7th,  KS3.S,  in  the  seventj-eighth  \e.ir  of  his 
age.  William  Augustus,  graduated  at  Hrown  L'niversily 
•'^  '793«  ^^'''''  bred  a  law\cr,  ami  was  noted  for  his 
penetrating  genius,  tenacious  memory  and  severe  applica- 
tion to  study,  lie  died  Novendjer  i>l,  1S15,  ami  was 
burieil  in  the  Central  Cemeter)  .it  ka)'nham.  When 
Zephaniah  and  William  A.  were  gratluated  at  l^rown  Uni- 
versity in  1793,  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  .Arts  was 
conferreil  on  their  father  b)"  thai  univer^it>■.  The  same 
honor  h.id  been  given  to  him   b\'  llar\art.l   College  in  I7''3. 

No  descentl.mt  of  C'olonel  /.ephaniah  Leonanl  .md 
Abigail  Alden,  his  wife,  now  resides  in  this  town.  The 
place  that  once  knew  them  has  changeii  owners,  but  the 
old  mansion  .-.till  stands.  It  was  occupied  for  years  by 
Gains  Dean,  l'".S(|.,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  I.azell 
Mlms.  Hut  few  f)f  the  descendants  of  Major  Zephaniah 
Leonard  and  Hannah  King,  his  wife,  resitle  here.  Of  these 
James  Leonaril  and  Am\'  Leonard,  his  bister,  w  ho  .ire  «»l 
the  eighth  generation  from  the  first  settler,  lames  Leon.ird. 
may  be  mentioned. 
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thcin  ill  iliL-  mirsci")',  Correcting'  llic-in  in  childhooil,  forming; 
their  manners,  .supcrinttiuliii^  their  early  cclucatii)n,  teacli- 
iny  them  to  h)ve  one  another,  to  treat  all  persons  with 
respect,  to  instil  early  into  llieir  minds  the  love  of  triitli 
aiul  of  all  the  virtues,  to  form  them  to  hai)its  of  industry, 
to  ri^'htl)'  improve  their  time,  to  a  .custom  them  to  (»ljservc 
the  Sahbatli,  attend  puldic  \v«.)rship  and  cherish  true  love 
to  (loil  and  obedience  t(j  all  his  comm.mds — this  was  the 
jjreat  business  of  Mrs.  Leonard  s  life.  That  she  succeeded 
in  these  efforts  appears  evident  from  the  results.  W  hat 
insureil  her  success  was  her  pursuing;  these  iluties  uni- 
formly in  depciulencc  on  divine  assistance,  and  seekin^^  b)' 
pras'er  that  wisilom  from  1  leaven  which  is  promiseil  to 
those  who  ask  it  Ikr  faith  in  this  promise  induceil  her  to 
persevere  in  the  use  of  necessar)'  me.ms,  trustinj^  that, 
sooner  or  later,  her  efforts  wouUI  be  succes.sfid. 


J  •- 


What  happiness  slic  realized  ii\  seein;^'  her  chihlren 
tluliful  and  kind,  pursuin^f  useful  and  honorable  business, 
liavini,'  it  as  their  aim  to  si-rve  (iod.  their  couiitr)-,  and 
truth,  the)'  best  know  who  h.i\e  been  instrumental  in 
raisin^'  up  such  a  familw  She  fouiul  it  a  sufficient  rewanl 
for  all  her  toils  in  watchinj^'  over  them  in  the  slippery  paths 
of  childhood  and  )'oulh,  to  see  them  inheriting  her  virtues. 
The  chief  happiness  of  a^'ed  parents  in  this  world  w.is  hers, 
that  of  "  seeinj;  one's  chiKlien  walkiiij^  in  the  truth." 
Having  dischargeil  with  success  her  dul>  to  hei  children, 
she  had  ^\n  unfailing.;  solace  under  the  infirmities  t«l  a^e. 
She  was  prcparei.1  to  re.ip  a  harvest  from  wh.it  had  Ween 
sown  and  had  been  growing  under  her  culture.  Hence  she 
dill  not  find  ailvanced  age  that  dry,  listless,  wearisome, 
glooni)'  period  which  some  complain  that  it  is.  She  never 
represented  it  as  incapable  of  satisfaction  and  enjoyments, 
but  h)uiul  it  a  season  of  rest  from  the  distractions,  conllicts. 
ambitions  and  blighteil  jo)  s  of  the  v\«>rUI — a  liou-  for  rellce- 
tion.  and  to  surve)"  the  insipid  ple.isures  ami  hividilics  ol 
e.irih  ;  a  time  in  which  one  m.iv-  give  sound  instiuction  to 
the  voung  without  envying  tlu  ir  jovous   lot    or   fearing   to 
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incur  their  disrespect.  l''or  whoever  bihcM  lier  saw  in  her 
something'  which  not  on!)"  cnminaiuktl  nspcct.  hut  excitcU 
veneration  uui  esteem  Her  care  and  hive  for  all  ar«jiMul 
her  seemed  to  increase  with  \'ears.  She  suffered  lUithing 
to  ruflle  the  placidity  of  her  mind,  ami  her  occujiaticm  was 
so  much  aside  from  the  conflicts  and  stru^'j^Ies  of  life  that 
siie  appeared,  by  her  tran(|uil!it\'.  removed  to  a  celesti.il 
sphere.  What  a  crown  of  dit,MUt\',  j«>\'  and  j.^li'ir)'  was  old 
a^e  to  her  !  She  exhibited  unconsciously  the  truth  o(  the 
Scripture  promise,  "  Kven  to  your  oKl  age,  I  am  he.  and  to 
hoar  hairs  will  I  carr)'  )'ou,  even  I  will  carr\'  and  deliver 
you  ;"  and  "the  hoary  heatl  is  a  crown  o|  i,'l«>r)',  if  it  be 
found  in  the  way  (jf  righttiousness." 

What  were  the  embarrassments,  the  emulations,  the 
strifes  of  the  world  to  her.''  She  had  li\eil  in  the  midst  of 
them,  but  w.is  now  in  her  oUl  aj^^e  livin;.y  be\*ond  their 
power,  "ipiite  in  the  veri^e  of  heaven"  The  delij^hls  of 
sense  were  shadows,  and  had  j^iveti  pl.ice  to  substantial 
jo)s,  adapteil  to  the  needs  of  the  sf)u!,  because  as  enduring 
as  its  existence.  How  could  she  regret  the  passing  away 
of  earthl)'  f)Ieasures,  when  in  their  place  she  had  those 
which  are  deriveil  from  (.'lod's  presence,  and  cwuKI  say, 
"In  thy  j-)resence  is  fulness  of  jo)'.  at  ihv  right  li.iiid  .irc 
pleasures  forever  more." 

As  age  atlvanceil  her  piet)'  accpiired  a  more  serene  .md 
elevated  tone,  ver)'  different  from  that  of  maji\'  ageil  per- 
sons who,  not  having  become  fortified  against  infirmity  and 
misff)rtune  nor  pra\ed  that  in  patience  the)'  might  possess 
their  spirits,  become  peevish,  and  distrustful  of  those 
around  them.  When  incapable  of  nuich  physical  exertion 
her  mind  was  absorbed  in  devout  exercises.  She  enjo)eil 
the  Sabbath  worship  and  other  religious  solemnities, 
because  the)'  restored  both  her  mental  and  bodil)*  vigor. 
She  seemed  at  these  times  almost  to  realize  the  aspiration 
of  the  psalmist,  "  ni)-  soul  loiigeth,  )  ea  even  fainteth  for 
the  courts  of  the  Lord,"  and  she  could  sa)'  from  her  l«»ng 
experience  "  blessed  arc  the)'  who  dwell  in  thine  housr 
Who  does  not  look  with  interest  <.u\  <mu-  whose  reading 
had  been  so  extensive  ;  whose  observation  of  the  world 
had  been  so  particular  ami  long  contiiuie«.l  ;  whose  experi- 
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ciice  of  the  |)o\vcr  of  Clirislianity  h.ul  Ijccm  so  thorough 
and  heartfelt,  ami  whose  tievoteiliiess  to  fioil  aiul  the  ^jootl 
of  her  race  had  been  like  a  ileep  and  constantly  How  in^^ 
river  ?  \''ear  after  )'car,  to  the  end  of  her  cenliu)',  she 
never  wearied  in  her  course  of  uprightness  and  in  contein- 
platinj^  tiail)'  the  sublime  subjects  of  reli^^ion.  To  see  her, 
still  intent  (ni  virtue's  prize — her  da)s  proloni^ed  and  bcar- 
ini;  the  marks  of  time  and  decay — but  lollDwiii},'  the  paths 
(jf  wisdom  ;  moxinj;  in  a  tollcrini^  ^.dt  ami  her  e\'es  becom- 
iny[  dim.  but  still  the  more  enlij^htcned  inwardi)-  ;  haxin^J 
less  and  less  worldl)'  cares,  and  liiidinf;  her  chief  ami 
increasinfj  comfort  in  the  services  ol  the  chinch.  \\lu>.h  she 
had  ever  loved  and  soui^ht  to  promote — this  w.is  .i  spec- 
tacle iiuleeil  for  an)'  one  to  contemplate  who  ailmires  the 
tlijT^nit)' of  human  nature.  >• 

Some  may  ask  what  could  a  person,  livini^  so  lon<^  l)e)'oiul 
the  ordinary  a};e  of  man,  emplo)-  hcrscll  abovit.  to  enjoy 
any  comfort.  The  usual  idea  is  that  e.vtrcnu."  .i^'c  is  bur- 
densome ;  that  "we  si^h  ami  ^^roan  rather  than  live.  "  and 
can  no  more  enjoy  the  sonv^s  and  music  w|iich  once 
delij^iited  us,  that  the  spleiulors  of  a  court  or  a  palace,  as 
BarzillaiofoKlsaiil.no  lou^'er  afford  us  pleasure.  Hut  it 
was  not  thus  with  this  venerable  and  a^ed  lady.  Nature 
lookeil  as  lovely  ami  smilint;  to  her  in  her  oUl  a^e  as  ever. 
The  voice  of  her  frici\ds  in  checrlul  convers.iiiiin  .nul  in 
sonj^s  of  pr.iise  was  still  tlelii^hlful.  The  ide.i  ol  loneliness 
or  of  solitude  did  not  afllict  her. 

She  employed  herself  d.ul\'  in  taking,'  upon  her  some 
small  jjorlioii  of  the  superintendence  of  iloniestic  allairs. 
ami  this  h.diit,  uiuloubtedl)-.  prolouLjed  the  stren}.jth  of  her 
niental  faculties.  \\.\^\  she  relincpiished  all  business,  her 
mind  woukl  have  lost  its  ener^^y.  which  is  usually  the  case 
with  the  aj^eil  who  too  so(in  t^ive  up  their  accusiomeil  em- 
plo\ments. 

She  sjjent  some  portion  of  e\er)'  da)'  in  reading  select 
portions  of  the  Scriptures  and  other  deN  olional  books.  W'c 
have  often  seen  that  the  aj^cd  Christian  is  quite  seiisible 
ami  at  home  on  the  subjects  of  relij^ion.  when  he  has  lost 
interest  in  almost  every  other  m.itter.  Nothinj;  so  |)er- 
petuates  the  \\[^oy  of  the  mental  powers  as  exercisinj;  thein 
on  sublime  leliijious  subjects. 
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It  u;iN  ix  stroni^  point  of  excellence  in  her  character  that 
in  extreme  aj,'e  she  wa^  resi{^iutl  and  happy.  The  whole 
course  of  her  pie\  ions  life  had  been  holy  ami  upright.  She 
w.is  prepariil  for  olil  a^e  becatise  she  had  pro\idetl  those 
antiiloies  which  alle\i.ite  its  l)indens.  Ti)  one  wh<j  does 
not  li\e  virt iK)u^ly  c\cr\'  period  ol  lile  is  bm  <lcnsonie.  ami 
especinll)'  the  closin^^  perioil.  All  desire  to  live  to  old 
a;^e,  >'et  many  complain  of  its  evils  when  the)- have  alt. lined 
it.  This  is  because  the)'  li.i\e  not  ac«piired  those  relij^ious 
supports  which  are  necessar) .  She  was  never  heanl  to 
complain  of  the  usual  discomforts  of  old  a;^'e  ;  that  she  was 
forgotten  b)'  her  Irienils,  for  her  ami.d)le  s|»iiii  se^uieii 
their  affection  and  \eneration  ;  (^r  that  her  memory  and 
other  mental  faculties  hail  faileil,  for  she  had  in  y«>nlli  laid 
up  knowleilL;e  for  her  support.  Her  alt.n'nnunt  ami  prac- 
tice of  the  virtues  at  ever)'  period  of  her  previous  lile  pro- 
duced, as  the)'  inevitabi)'  will,  womlerfid  Iruits  in  her  j,'reat 
age,  anil  the  remembrance  of  them  was  an  unfailing  com- 
fort, though  she  relied  wholly  on  the  i,^race  of  God  for  her 
hope  of  eternal  life.  The  consciousness  i^f  a  life  well  spent 
and  the  recollection  of  no  wilful  ileparture  Irom  rectitude 
must  be  a  source  of  ine\pres-,ible  delii^ht  to  all  in  the 
decline  of  life. 

She  did  not  therefore  ascribe  i«i  olil  .i;.;e  i\ils  and  miser- 
ies, which  do  not  belong.,'  to  it,  but  which  couie  upon  th«>se 
.ij^^eil  persons  wjio  ha\e  spent  their  li\es  in  loll)  and  sin. 
Mow  could  it  be  expected  that  the)'  should  reaj)  an)'  thin;; 
dilkixnl  Irom   what  the)'  ha\e   sow  n  .^  i     ' 

We  are  told  that  (iorijias,  the  Leontine,  who  lived  one 
hundred  and  seven  )'e;irs,  havini;  been  asked  \\h)'  he  Id.ed 
to  be  so  lonL,f  in  life,  s.iid  :  "'  1  lia\e  no  cause  lor  blamm;^' 
old  aj^'e."  Such  an  amiable  answer  she  coidd  iloubtless 
have  given,  for  she  had  none  of  those  faults  .uul  Ndlies  to 
charge  on  that  period  which  persons  of  irreligious  lives 
ha\  e. 

We  sometimes  see  some  ageil  persons  eniinentl)'  content 
and  happy,  even  in  poverty,  when  they  have  Uy  a  go«>»l  life 
sought  treasures  in  heaven,  ami  other  ageil  pers<»ns  fretful 
ami  miserable,  though  possessing  wealth,  u  hile  conscious 
of  no  preparation  for  eternit)'. 
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Tlic  usual  c;^u^cs  of  an  unhapp)'  oUI  aj^c  were,  in  her 
case,  prcvciitcil.  Tn  be  unal)k-  Id  follow  our  a«.  cu^tolnc(l 
business  i",  oiu-  c\  il  of  cxtrciiic  a^c  ;  Init  to  lirr  there  was 
MO  loss  of  business,  on!)-  a  clian^'e  frtmi  active  to  more  (|uiet 
aiul  lighter  lUities.  As  is  the  case  with  a  wise  man.  when 
his  strenj^th  tieclines,  he  does  not  relinciuish  worl.  but 
executes  that  which  is  suited  to  his  declining;  racultie>  He 
^ives  counsel  to  others,  his  jud^'nient  is  sou^'ht.  he  is  not 
unemployed,  aii)-  more  tli  in  the  pilot  who  hohU  the  helm 
ami  guides  the  \essel,  w  hde  others  perfoi  ni  the  manual 
labor. 

.,  Thus  our  friend  made  old  ai;e  a  time  of  ease,  of  reflection 
ami  for  coimsellin^^  ami  instructing'  others  ;  and  while  she 
ilid  not  do  what  the  \'oun^  ami  strong'  ilid.  she  in  truth  per- 
formed ^'reater  and  better  ihinj^fs  ;  because  e\|)erience  anil 
juilj^meiit  are  necessar)'  to  all  wise  actions,  .iml  these 
ipialities  ;ire  usuall)'  superior  .md  more  impr<»\eil  in  the 
a^'ed  than   in  the  j'oimj^. 

Another  e\d  .ittendinij  extreme  ;i^e  is  that  of  physical 
dec. I)'.  Inereasinuj  inhrmit)"  she  bore  with  rem.ukable 
patience.  ll  was  so  ^i.iiiu.d  .is  scarcel)*  to  be  perceptible- 
Cyrus  the  flic. It,  in  his  old  .i^'e  s.iid.  he  ne\er  felt  that  he 
had  become  feebler  than  he  was  in  \u*.  \-oulh  Though  her 
ph)'sical  powers  were  shaken,  her  mind  w.is  clear  ami 
\  ij^orous.  lloiiKr  sa\s  of  Xestor  :  "  h'rom  his  tongue 
speech  llowed  sweeter  th.m  hone)',  Uw  which  charm  he 
stooil  in  no  need  of  streni;th   of  boily." 

She  seenuil  j^row  iiii;  m  ripeness  .is  .i  (hristi.in.  bemmin^^ 
more' Weaned  from  the  world,  h.ivinj^  j^reater  fortitiule  .md 
hrmer  hope  in  the  l)i\ine  promises,  and  this  was  more  th.m 
compens.ition  for  the  iiiln  niities  and  siifferini;  of  a^e.  I  here 
is  a  dignity  .md  honor  altendini,'  vntuous  old  .»;^'e.  which  no 
other  perioil  of  life  can  exhibit. 

Some  philosophers  ha\e  said  we  ouj^ht  to  li\e-one 
lumdreil  )ears,  others  sa)*  eii.jht>'  is  .i  more  re.isonable  linnt 
of  life  Hut  the  arguments  th.it  the  a\  era^'e  len^^th  <.f  lik 
mi^jht  be  i)rolonj,'ed  is  well  wortliv  of  .ittention  No  one 
iloubts  that  we  shorten  life  b\-  our  excesses  .md  folb«  s  ll 
appears  from  tl.ita  c«)llecte<l  in  ICurope  and  in  the  L'mted 
Sl.ites  that  onl)-  a  very  small  proportion  o(  the  hnm.m  r.icc 
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live  to  oiic  luiiulrcti  )c.»is.  Wire  ;i  judicious  s)'>lcm 
t»f  living'  ;ul<>|)tctl  tliis  |)r<>|)i>rtii»ii  mi^ht  be  },'ie.ill)'  increased. 
Hut  it  IS  understood  that  a  little  over  tlnrl)'  )ears  i->  now  a 
^^eneral  a\er.ij^e.  It  lias  been  said  that,  in  1X45  the  )'far 
Mrs.  Leonard  ilied,  there  were  n(j  le^^  than  l\v  ent)'-ei^,'ht 
himdreil  jjersons  in  this  countr)'  aj^eil  over  one  huiulreil 
\ears.  liar  per  s  W't-ikly  asserts  that  within  the  la>t  two 
centuries  a  hundred  and  firi)-rour  persons  ha\e  died  a^jeil 
over  one  hundreil  ami  twent)-rive  )'e.trs.  They  were  of 
diltirent  nationalities  hut  a  lar^;er   |)roj)oition   are  Iri^h. 

These  stal  ;nients  are  probably  inaccurate  as  very  few,  if 
an\',  well  authenticated  instances  of  such  t,'reat  a^^e  can  be 
found. 

It  is  an  important  cpiestion  for  medical  men  ami  natural- 
its  to  settle,  what  |)lan  or  course  of  life  tends  most  to 
lon^a'vity  ?  Of  the  celebr.Ued  Thomas  Tarr.  who  li\ ni,  if 
his  epitaph  cm  be  believeil,  to  be  one  hundred  anil  fifty- 
four  years,  anil  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbe),  it  is 
said  thai  his  principal  iliet  was  skimmed  nnlk.  cheese,  coarse 
bread,  null. -w  he)'  and  small  beer;  that  he  .ite  fretpKiill)', 
but  not  to  e\ce->s,  .nid  that  his  business  w.is  that  (•(  .1 
firmer. 

The  most  ili-^tin^uished  ci  lUenai  i.m  now  lixinj;  is  Michel 
l'.UL;one  Che\reul,  who  was  born  ;\uj;ust  31.  I7i<6at  Anj.jers, 
1- ranee.  In  I.S24  he  was  made  a  director  •>f  the  d)ein{,' 
departmeiil  in  the  iii.inufacturL'  ol  the  i"i^\al  tapestries  o|  the 
fjobelins.  In  i>Sj6  he  was  made  .v  member  ol  the  Trench 
Institute.  In  iS^o  he  became  Professor  of  Chennstr)  in  the 
Museum  of  Xalui  al  llisloi).  lie  has  made  himself  famous 
the  world  o\er  b\'  his  researches  and  wiitinj^s.  The  luin- 
orar\'  ile^ree  of  iJoclor  of  L.iws  was  conferred  on  him  b\- 
Harvard  Unisersits'  at  the  celebration  of  her  two  hundred 
and  fiftieth  anniversary.  He  iie\er  drank  an\  thm^  but 
water  until  on  the  »)CCasion  of  the  b.iiu|uet  ^ivcn  in  I'aris 
when  he  was  one  hundred  )ears  ohl.  he  drank  u  i^l.iss  ol 
champa|,Mie.     See  Popiiltir  SiiiUic,  Vol.  30.  patje   33. 

The  records  of  persons  of  i^reat  a'^k:  .show  that  in«>st  i>i 
them  were  larmers.  'The  business  of  a^(riculture.  the  first 
instituted  for  man,  is  a  most  health)  occu|)ation,  and  con- 
duces more   than   an)'  other  to   l(Mii.,'e\it)'.      Next  to  this,  it 
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is  saiil,  the  profession  of  a  stmleiit  or  pul^lic  spi.aUcr  tcnils 
to  j)rolon^'  life,  because  it  keeps  not  omIn'  the  mental,  but 
corporeal  faculties  in  retjular  exerciNC.  There  are  well- 
known  instances  of  statesmen.  hi>torians  an<l  men  of 
science  lixin^  to  a  ^reat  .i^;e.  Hut  mechanics,  operatives  m 
factories  and  seamen,  as  a  class,  are  short  liveil. 

Amonj^  the  learned  as  well  as  aiiKuij,'  other  clashes,  the\- 
who  overtask  their  mimls  are  short  li\ed.  Artists  who 
^liui)'  and  imitate  the  be.uities  of  nature  live  on  .m  a\era^e 
tilt)' -.Jive  N'cars  and  twelve  in  a  huiulred  ^'o  beyoml  eij^ht)'. 
because  to  admire  and  eiijo)'  the  Miblimities  and  perfections 
ol  nature  conduces  to  the  regular  e\erci>^e  and  bal.mce  of 
the  human   faculties. 

It  i^  further  remarkul  that  \er\-  old  jjeojjle  ran  1\'  die  of 
ail)'  special  t!isea>e,  but  usu.ill)"  from  ^ome  accident,  or 
carelessness,  ami  hence  it  is  inferable,  th.it  the\'  mi^ht  have 
liveil  Ioniser  if  thev  had  t.iken  proper  care.  To  die  ol  old 
aL,'e.  or  by  a  L,Madual  ilecaj'  of  faculties,  is  the  onl)"  natural 
death,  just  as  a  tree  or  <u-^ani/.ed  bodv  gradually  )'ieUls  to 
the  tooth  of  lime. 

Hut  the  continuance  of  life  depends  n»ore  on  diet  than 
anvlhini;;  else.  The  a;4e<l  above  referred  to  lived  on  simple 
fooil.  took  it  at  se.isonable  times  and  iusi  enou^^h  to  ilo 
them  good.  Hut  those  who  die  prematurel)'  eat  anil  drink 
themselves  to  their  ile.ilh.  As  .i  horse  needs  more  feed 
when  worked  haiil  than  w  hen  kept  in  the  stable,  so  a  man 
in  vii^orous  dail)'  e.\ercise  recpiires  more  food,  .uul  of  a 
stronger  kind  than  the  ascetic  or  sedentarv.  When  one 
grows  old  and  ce.ises  from  his  accustomeil  toil  he  nuisl  be 
abstemious.  tlu)Ugh  the  appetite  umv  be  as  strong  as  ever. 
l^xperience  shows  that  the  aged  should  live  mostly  t>n  a 
\cgetable  ami  milk  iliet  Medical  authorit)'  prescribes  for 
the  aged  light  anti  moist  f»»od,  soup,  poultr)'.  hsh.  aud  is 
not  this  conform. d)le  to  reason  ^ 

With  regard  to  stimulants,  alcohol  and  fermenteil  licpiors. 
it  must  be  ailmitted  lh.it  st)me  who  have  used  them  have 
lived  to  a  great  age.  but  probablx"  the)  WtuiUI  have  lived 
longer  hail  thev  never  u•^el^  them  If  these,  on  the  whole, 
weaken  the  constitutioii  in  early  life,  .is  is  not  to  be 
doubteil.  much  more  will  thev  if  u^ed  h.d)itu.ill)'  in  the 
weakness  of  a-je. 
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It  is  a  leniarUablc  fact  that  a  ^rcat  proportion  of  those 
who  Mvc  to  e.Ktrcnic  okl  a^c  .irc  paiipcr->,  or  in  very  hiunblc 
circiiinstaiico.  Thcy.arc  [)crsons  o(  a  conlcntcil  miml.  ami 
were  never  troubled  about  their  worUlly  interests.  While 
rich  people,  who  are  often  harassctl  about  their  earthlv' 
concerns,  do  not  often  live  to  ^row  »)ld  Henry  Jenkins, 
who.  it  is  reportetl.  liveil  to  the  .i^'e  of  169 — thon^'h  this  i>. 
disputetl  by  the  late  \V.  J.  Thonis  in  his  work.  "  Ihnnan 
Lonj^evity" — was  poor,  and  a  daily  laborer  for  his  breail. 

"  Good  wholesome  labor  was  his  exercise. 
Karly  lo  heel,  anti  with  the  lark  would  rise. 
In  heal  and  toihn^  sweat  he  spent  the  day, 
I  Am!  to  his  te.nn  In-  whl^lk•ll  lime  auay." 

It  would  seem  that  lcn;^th  of  life  is  the  peculiar  inherit- 
ance of  the  i)oor,  that  they  enjo>'  it,  and  th.it  ver)-  rarely 
does  a  poor  person  commit  suicide.  Numbers  of  persons 
who  ha\'e  .ittained  i,^reat  aije  have  ^'ained  a  li\in^j  b\'  be^- 
gin^r.  We  are  told  that,  as  a  j^eneral  rule,  of  ten  persons 
who  live  to  be  a  hundred  years  nine  have  led  a  humble  life 
and  are  dependent  in  old  aj^e  on  the  charit>'  of  their 
friends. 

It  is  stateil  by  those  who  ha\e  studied  this  subject  that 
the  averaj^e  duration  of  human  life  mi^^ht  be  prolon^'eil  to 
twice  or  thrice  its  present  len<^lh  u  ere  ever)-  one  to  observe 
a  re^'ular  and  wholesorne  diet,  control  his  temper  within  the 
bounils  of  re.ison,  take  suitable  exercise,  and  f(dlow  the 
laws  of  nature.  The  indulgence  <'>f  evil  |>assions.  it  is 
believetl.  is  one.  of  the  chief  ilestro\-ers  ()f  human  life.  Next 
to  this,  excessive  study,  or  care  which  overworks  the  mental 
faculties  and  loosen  the  Ljohlen  cc>rds  oi  life. 


WMiat  constituted  in  our  friend  a  bri^jht  and  vjreen  old  a(,'e. 
was,  cultivating;  the  feelin^^s  oi  \»)ulh.  h-win^;  an  ioUhno 
affection  foi-  n.iture,  t.ikin^  tkli,L;ht  in  flowers,  the  ^^.a^l'n^. 
and  all  pleasant  thin-^s.  In  this  resj»ect  she  never  ^.jrevv 
old,  never  outlived  the  times,  but   toi)k   .1   lively  interest  in 
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every  one's  welfare,  espec  i.ill)'  in  the  liappy  )'oim^  |>c())>lc 
aromul  Iter.  It  is  reported  that  when  1  ithones  .i->kcii  that 
he  nii^ht  po->Ness  ininiortalit)'  in  thi>>  life  his  retjuest  was 
j^Mantcil,  l)iil  he  ft)rL;ol  t<>  a>»k  that  he  nii^ht  always  have  the 
spirit  ot  )  (tilth,  and  when  he  K'*-'^^  "'•^^  '*•-■  f"iiiid  the  bur<lens 
of  a^'e  insupportable.  I  lence  to  bear  olil  aj^e  w  ith  ch»  erful- 
nes>.  the  reelinj.;s  of  )i>iitli  are  in(!i«.pen->al>le. 

It  is  said  that  old  a.L;e  return-)  .i^au)  to  childhooil.  that 
this  is  nature's  law.  Hut  il  this  l.iw  is  w  isel)"  iniprt)Ved,  as  I 
think  it  was  \»y  this  ai^eil  Christian,  we  sh.dl  not  tall  into 
weakness  aiul  inibecihtw  but  inaiiUain  a  )oulhUi|  and  eoin- 
ineiulable  sinipiicit)'. 

Mrs.  Letuiard  illustrated  in  her  intellectual  .iiul  social 
habits,  in  her  loving  the  sunshine,  the  fue,  the  Howers, 
the  niornin^f  air,  the  truth  that  when  the  animal  life  is  less 
vij^orous  the  heart  is  not  sere  or  dull  ;  th.il,  tluui^h  the 
general  activit)*  is  less,  the  pleasures  of  home  .ire  ^iic-iter. 
Thoniih  the  love  of  new  thing's,  which  stirs  the  )'oun}.j 
wonian^s  heart,  hail  failed,  there  was  still  ^lowin^'  in  her 
heart  a  love  of  .dl  ;^f«)oilness  which  neither  auje  nor  time 
coulil  e.vtinj^uish. 

As  Mrs.  Chillis  has  said.  '"  childhood  itself  is  scarcely 
more  lovel\'  than  a  cheerful,  kind,  and  sunshin)'  olil  a^e." 

"  How  I  love  the  mellow  ^.igc, 
Sniiling  duuugh  U»c  vail  (*f  age*, 
And  whene'er  the  m.m  of  years 
In  the  d.uu  e  ot  joy  appears, 
Age  is  un  his  temples  hung, 
Hut  his  hc.irt — his  heart  is  young." 

What  though,  like  the  a}.(eil  in  ^;eneral,  our  friend  de- 
li^;hteil  in  recountiii}.,'  the  scenes  of  her  )'outh,  often  relating' 
the  deeds  of  (jlden  time,  thinking'  that  the  present  ^^eiur-i- 
tion  is  not  etpial  to  former  ones  .md  that  we  .ue  li\nrj;  in 
de^'cnerate  days;  what  thoui^h  she  loved  the  ancient 
authors  more  than  the  modern,  preferred  their  style,  ^ml 
more  easily  comprehended  their  meanini,'.  s.iyin^j,  "  the  olil 
are  better,  who  jjleased  her  childhood  and  informed  her 
yi»uth."  Was  not  this  in  her.  as  it  is  in  all  vencr.ible  per- 
sons, an  excellence  rather  than  a  ilefecl.'     Such   a   trail  in 


U-.i    I'fd    f'l 


;j  .11'    -^(i;fi"i(ifii   J"? 

'*«»ti;'  ■:>'    'JUrt    fill*    r;i    l-j.-. /|(    yrh    •  IK.)  I'j'^iv 

im'  '  '     -fl  •    It ,. 
..'.,''   r  J  '^.d  t".  ff i>i'i!f.'7/ 

:i  'i..i>.!i;it .  •)  MijO',1 

.1      'd!     t/ul    f    V/rj'I    ' 


I    !■■  ■.  .:ii,b   .. 


ii'il  '•    ;  '-••/I.;'    .)',HT  >a:>',yjU 


Ml:S.   AMH;AII,   MDKN    l.rnN\l;|i. 


85 


the  a^od  is  to  l)c  rf;^Mnlc«l  a>  coinincnd.ihli;.  l)rcaiisL'  it 
connects  the  past  with  the  present  ami  kct.  ]»  in  j^raleful 
renunihrance  the  \iituoiis  dcids  of  ilhiNtrioim  ancestors. 
Who  should  teat,  h  )<iiilh  to  ie\ere  their  heroic  ancestors  if 
tin:  a^'eil  do  not?  Ihi)'  in<lei'il  know  tlu-ir  worth.  When 
/eno  consiilteil  the  c)racle  in  what  manner  he  shcnihl  live, 
the  answer  was,  "  lni|iiue  ol  the  tliad  " 

Thus  when  "the  almond  tiee  blossomed  "  she  was  re- 
freshin^f  lur  minil  witli  scenes  aiul  events  which  earl)'  im- 
pressed her,  which  she  herself  witnesseil  «^r  were  relateil  to 
her  !)>•  the  early  settlers  of  the  countr)-.  She  lookeil  hack 
on  the  paths  she  had  trod,  anil  was  rejii\-cnated.  sa)in^, 
"There  is  the  river  on  whose  \erd.ini  h.mks  1  s,iiiiu<-red  on 
the  summer  da)'s,  there  were  the  fielils  where  the  thrush 
anil  the  whippoorwill  charmeil  me,  the^c  was  iir/  ;  :,;  '  -n  of 
llowers."  2041153 

While  the  \'oun^'  look-  forw.ird  and  the  world  l•^  all  hi  fore 

them  w  here  to  clxtose  and    then'    hopes  are   ardent,  we  sec 

that  a.^e  relinquishes  hope  and,  lookin^j   hack,  lives  on   the 

j)ast.      As   the   shaih)Ws   stretch    tliem>el\es    in    the    ^etlin^' 

sun,  so  when  our  "  e>'es  .ue    i,'rowuii,'   dim.  and  our  n.itmal 

force  is  abated,"  our  memor)' reaches  back  to  the  scenes  we 

ha\e  witnessed.  ■!  , 

Recounlin'  the  innumerable    benefits  .i  kind    Providence 
p 

had  bestowed  upon  her  and  her  famil\'  w.is  w  ith  her  .i  d.iil)- 
empIo)'ment.  She  occupied  herself  in  m.ikin-^' pincushion^, 
neeillecases  and  other  needle  curios  as  presents,  w  Inch  she 
j,'ave  to  some  of  her  friends.  At  one  time,  on  the  threshold 
of  a  humhed  )ears.  she  would  L;ive  a  wilu.ible  book  to  her 
]>astor,  or  some  other  hieiul  ;  .it  .mother  she  would  select 
Sf»me  choice  article  of  tuii.nnenl  foi  a  \-oun;4  person,  to  be 
kept  by  ihcin  as  memorials  of  her  .md  as  token  of  her 
re}.,Mril  for  them.  Her  imil\ini,'  affection  for  her  familv  and 
friends  still  bound  her  to  earth,  ami  .seemed  to  pridijn^  her 
stay  and  show  hei  that  she  had  \et  something;  to  li\e  for. 
Nor  was  she  wear)'  of  li\in^  here  ami  fearful  of  oullixing 
her  usefulness,  .is  it  is  s.iid  Whilfiehl  w,»s,  .md  often  pr,i)eil 
that  he  mij^'ht  live  no  longer  th.m  he  w.is  useful  ;  for  she 
was  persuaded  tint,  so  lonj^'  as  the  Christian  lives,  he  has 
a  work  to  do.     That,  if  no  .»cti\e  or  public  busines-,  c.m   be 
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doru',  he  has  at  least  oppcji  tunit)"  to  exhibit  patience  and 
iiuekiKss  uiuier  siilTeiin^',  and  lluis  sljow  lf>  rdJicr^  the 
power  (t(  reh^^ion. 

Her  cMosin^  wars  were  marked  !))■  a  daily  expectation  of 
her  departiiic.  At  ni^ht,  she  saiil,  ^he  expected  it  was  her 
last,  ami  so  of  the  da)'  when  the  lij^ht  retiirnetl.  So  coin- 
poseil  ami  re.uls'  diti  she  apjiear  that  she  spoke  often  of 
d)inL;  as  one  wouKl  u\  enlerim;  on  a  |)leasant  journe)'  or  of 
returninj4  home.  At  len^'th.  at  tlu:  threat  a;^e  of  one 
hinulred  \ears.  eii,'ht  months  ami  six  ila\  s.  on  the  25th  of 
J.muar)',  1.S45,  she  closed  her  e)es  on  the  liyht  (»f  this 
world.  After  a  funer.d  discourse  at  her  resilience,  which 
she  iiati  t)cciipieil  for  sevent) -nine  )e.irs,  her  bod)-  was 
placet!  in  the  famil)'  vavdl  in  the  Cenir.il  Cemetery  beside 
her  luisband  whom  she  had  so  lon^'  snrvived. 

In  her  case  the  most  cheering  truths  of  revelation  were 

illustrated  ;   that  precious  in  the  sight  of  God  is  the  deatli  of 

J      hi.s  saints,  that  .m  assured  iiope  of  eternal  life  characterizes 

their   end,   and    turns   the   shailows   of  the   dark    valle)-   of 

death  into  morning. 


"  Thou  art  gone,  the  abyss  of  heaven 
Hath  swallowed  up  iliy  form, 
Yet  in  my  he.irl 

Deeply  liath  sunk  the  lesson  thou  hast  given 
And  shall  not  soon  ileparl." 
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MiN  Lcoii. nil's  Ljrc;it  ^'raiultlau^'litcr,  Mrs.  Clara  Dimaii 
Dc  Wolf,  '-f  Bristol  lias  sent  inc  tiic  lollou  in^f  letter,  c<»ii- 
cerninj^r    her   ;^MaiKlim)lher  aiul  her  i^reat  ^Maiulinuther,  ami 

the  Allien  anil  Wi^ht  families. 

■  .  ,       .  ,    'J 

Dristoi.,  R.  I.,  Jnmiary  Wih,  1887.     ' 
My   Dear   I)k.  Sankoru  : 

I  re}.;rel  very  imirh  the  unavoidable  di-lay  in  fuirillin^;  niy 
])r()miie  to  senil  you  soincUiing  i oncoming  my  ^rcat  gramimothcr, 
Mrs.  Aliigail  Leonard,  and  lliat  in  llie  ai)Sfn<e  of  more  im|iortant 
and  interesting  nialtcr,  what  1  have  to  send  is  so  trilhn^,  ajul  I 
fear  it  will  he  of  little  servit  e  to  you,  hut  my  impression  of  the 
dear  old  lady  is  so  interwoven  with  tliese  stories  ihit  I  <  annot 
sliow  you  the  love  and  veneration  witli  whiil)  I  re^'.ird  her  with- 
out relating  them. 

I  wish  that  1  could  relate  more  aceurately  inueh  that  my 
mother,  .Vhby  Alden  ^Vipht,  told  me  of  her  hajjpy  childhood  days 
with  her  grandmollier  in  Kaynhani.  She  was  nameil  for  her,  ami 
must  have  been  an  e^llel  ial  favorite.  'I'he  wedding  dress  of 
(Ktoher  'Mi,  17(i,'»  was  made  over  for  her  into  a  little  pelisse.  I 
have  a  piece  of  it,  thick  silk,  ashes  of  rose  color.  She  must  have 
been  very  JKinilsome,  if,  as  is  said,  my  moiher  reseiul)led  her. 
The  ways  of  the  household  were  so  methoilical  that  the  little  girl 
rebelled  one  day'and  said  :  "  It  was  nothing  hut  work,  work, — 
read,  read,  and  go  to  bed." 

She  appreciated  that  training  in  after  years,  when  over  my 
fatlier's  liouse  she  was  all  that  was  wifely  and  motherly.  I  have 
her  little  sampler  from  which  she  marked,  uniler  her  grandmother's 
watchful  eye,  the  homespun  household  linen. 

The  cultivation  of  the  mind  was  not  neglet  ted  and  the  best 
hooks  were  read  and  good  poetry  committed  to  meniory.  I  have 
an  embroidereil  '  neckercher."  the  doign  ol  «hi<h  my  prc.it 
grandnuiiher  drew,  worked  by  her  daughter  Kannv.  She  was 
remarkable  for  lier  industry.  I  have  se>eral  specimens  ot  her 
neeillework  done  at  an  advanced  age.  At  the  fair  for  the  com- 
pletion of   Hunkers    Hill    Monument  her  contributions  of  fancy 
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work  brouj^lu  (|uitc  an  amount.  I  li.ive  a  silver  t.•^l»ll•^^•f)<Hl 
marked  wiili  Iter  initials  A.  A.,  unc  o(  a  bct  l>uii};lu  wiili  uiinu) 
paid  to  licr  by  some  French  oltitcrs  f«)r  a  slicep  (hat  liad  been 
^iven  to  her  when  a  lamb.  As  I  l«>ok  at  it  1  re.di/e,  il  il  had  a 
mouth  wliat  a  t.dc  it  could   unfold. 

My  mother  told  mo  ot  the  f.iithful  <(ilored  servants,  »»f  the  tare 
and  kindness  that.uas  shown  them,  ot  a  narrow  est  ape  Irom  de.uli 
that  my  i;reat  uncle  lloralio  h.id  when  a  lioy,  one  winter  night  hi!i 
lather  reluctantly  j^ave  him  permission  to  yo  skating  <in  condition 
tliat  Reuben  ami  Isaac  (two  colored  servants)  would  look  out  for 
him  and  brin^^  him  safe  home.  Unfortunately  the  i<  e  proved 
thin,  .md  he  fell  in  and  w.is  very  nearly  drowned,  .md  badly  cut 
about  the  mouth,  Isaac  was  drowned  in  his  efferls  to  s.ive  his 
master's  son.  Reuben  carried  the  bleeding  boy  h(une  cm  his 
bat  k,  a  long  distance  over  the  fro/en  ground,  truly  a  ghastly 
burden  for  the  parents  to  ret  eive.  Il  was  a  long  time  beltire  .1 
surgeon  ct)uld  be  prot  ureil,  and  Htjraiio  was  nearly  exhausted 
from  hiss  of  blood.  lie  carried  the  star  on  his  mouth  through 
life,  slightly  affecting  his  speet  h.  The  sttiry  made  a  gieat  impres- 
sion uptin  me,  told  in  my  mother's  sweet  wa),  Reuben  and  Isaac- 
were  my  first  heroes,  Reuben,  faithful  to  the  trust  reposeil  in  linn, 
anil  Isaac  had  given   up  his  life  for  anotiier. 

.\nother  story  that  etpially  impressed  me  with  its  p.ithos  was 
the  at  cidental  drowning  of  her  little  son,  I  think  his  name  was 
William  .Augustus  ;  he  w.is  missing  ami  search  w.ism.nle,  when  his 
light  hair  w.is  seen  lloaling  on  the  water  in  the  pt)ol  near  ilie 
house,  lie  was  taken  out  and  cariied  in  to  his  mother,  (ir.isped 
tightly  in  his  little  hand  was  a  bunch  of  water  lillies  that  he  had 
lost  his  yt)ung  life  in  gathering  for  her.  The  elforts  to  restore 
him,  and  preparing  the  little  body  for  burial;  the  little  t  uflin 
standing  on  a  table  in  the  great  room  (as  the  parlor  was  calleil) 
the  white  lilies  still  in  his  h.iiul,  the  sail  funeral,  taking  the  little 
child  away,  leaving  the  broken  hearted  mother;  .dl  made  an 
indelible  impression  upon  me.  It  was  prob.ibly  the  first  story 
of  de.ilh  1  had  ever  heaid. 

My  giandmother,  Mrs.  llarissa  Leonard  Wight,  was  a  woman 
of  fine  character,  greatly  beloved  in  her  husbands  jiarish.  Vou 
probably  knew  her.  Of  my  own  ntother,  words  fad  me  to  do  hei 
justice  ;  lovely  in  charat  ler  as  in  person,  faithful  to  every  duly  ; 
her  daily  life  was  a  model  worthy  of  imitation.  How  tan  I  but 
love  ami  venerate  the  memory  of  oi\e  who  helped  to  train  up  sue  h 
a  mother  for  n\e.  Her  son,  my  brother,  the  late  I'lofessiy  J.  1.. 
niman,  inherited  many  of  her  line  trails  of  character.  His  recent 
de.ith  has  probablv  biought  him  to  your  notit  e. 

My  youngest  brother,.  Henry  Wight  Diman.  dictl  September. 
ISS4,  in  the  City  of  Lisbon,  after  ;<  resident  e  in  l'..iiugalof 
twenty-two  years  as  Unitetl  Stales  Lonsiil  at  Opi.Tlu  and  Lisbon 
He  was  the  first  to  volunteei  in  his  n.Ui\e  town  loi  the  iKlenteof 
the  Union.  He  served  laithfully  in  the^Navy  until  ;»ppoinleil  to 
a  position  .ibroad,  where   he   rendered    his   country  distinguishetl 
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service.  He  was  a  mnn  of  literary  tastes  anil  had  noMc  (|ualilics 
of  lieatl  and  l>cart.  He  had  s(j  identified  hiinstll' with  the  iutcresis 
<>t  the  city  (tf  hi»  adoption,  that  it  \va^  shiil  at  his  death  that  no 
one  living  there  comKI  have  been  more  missed. 


I  }^i\e  you  the  ancestry  of  Mrs.  I.eonanl  i  ommeiuini;  wiili  tlie 
M.iyllouer  eniij;rant  ;  and  also  souk-  of  her  descenilant^  : 

johi^  AUlen  married  l'ris<  lUa  Mullins,  Iti^M.had  eleven  chihlron. 
Tlieir  second  chiUl,  Josepli  Alden,  married  Mary  Sinnnons,  iiad 
fue  chililren.  Iheir  tliird  clulil,  Jolm  Ahlcii,  married  H.innah, 
daughter  of  C^aptain  l-Ibene/er  White,  of  Weymouth  ;  hatl  thirteen 
(  hildren.  Their  ohlesl  child,  l)i\id  .\lden.  jnarrieil  Judah(or 
Judith)  Padelford,  had  eij^ht  <  hildren.  Their  seventh  child, 
Abigail  Alden,  marrieil  Zcphaniah  Leonard,  October  30,1705. 
Their  d.iu^;hter,  CMarir^sa,  married  Rev.  Dr.  Ilcnry  Wii^ht,  the 
sixth  pastor  of  the  Congregational  ('hurch  in  l>ristol.  I'hey  h.id 
seven  children,  twtj  of  wliom  died  young.  The  others  were  Alice 
Harrington  Wight,  who  married  Rev.  (!harle^  H.  Alden,  and  died 
February,  18G7,  and  Abby  Aklen  Wight,  who  married  (lovernor 
Hyron  Himau. 

Martha  Clibbs  Wight,  living  unmarried,  Clara  I.eoiuard  Wight, 
who  married  William  M.  Rowlaiul  ;  Mrs.  Rowland  tlied  in  Chiiago, 
I)ecember  iJ<\  IbSO,  in  her  sixty-ninth  year  ;  and  Kanny  Leonard 
\\  ight,  who  married    Robert   M.  Clevelaiul,  of   l.awrenceville,  Ga. 


Mrs.  Dc  Wolf  has  sent  nic  also  the  annexed  letter  writ- 
ten by  Mrs.  Leonaril  to  her  ilauj^'hter  Abij^Mil.  a  few  weeks 
after  her  niarria^'c  to  Mr.  West,  who  resiiled   in    Hoston. 

It  is  worthy  of  preservation.  The  handwriting'  is  clear 
ami  plain  : 

Rainm AM,  April  7,  1T1»5. 
.\1  V   Dkak  Ciiit.D  : 

Vour  letter  really  affected  me,  as  I  was  unwilling  you  should 
imagine  I  could  forget  you  for  one  day,  as  my  anxiety  for  you  has 
been  too  great. 

1  wroU  a  few  lines  the  Monday  after  you  left  us  wide  h  was 
inclosed  in  CMarys. 

I  am  gl.id  you  had  the  courage  to  have  vonr  looth  diawn, 
though  it  must  be  very  painful  ;  hope  you  will  never  liave  the 
toothache  ag.iin  I  was  yesterday  at  General  t.  obb's  and  whilst  I 
was  there  thev  recei\ed  a  letter  from    Mr.  Wiles  which   inlorined 


.  3/;-  ! 


.'r-j  //    .  I JA    •,•;  o«;|;.trtJ.'':. 

.  !tii:i 


40 


lMOC;i;ArilHAl.  >KETtM 


ihein  tlial  Tommy  Cobb  was,  at  the  date  of  the  letter,  wholly 
cleprivcil  of  reason.  May  we  who  are  favoied  with  su  i:reai  a 
blessing  never  abuse  it.  I  think  yon  wrote  you  had  been  at  the 
play  twice  and  at  meeting  but  out  e,  and  at  which  phue  were  yun 
entertained  with  the  must  rational  or  useful  insirurtion  ?  For  as 
we  have  but  one  bfe  to  Mve,  and  that  a  short  one,  we  ouglit  in 
everything  we  do  and  say  to  exercise  reason  and  be  ever  on  our 
guard  that  we  may  be  ever  able  to  justify  our  tondut  t. 

My  healtli  has  been  as  gooti  as  usual  since  you  went  away 
extepling  a  severe  turn  of  the  stomach-ache.  We  already  antici- 
pate a  visit  from  you  ;  wish  you   wouKl   write   us  when   it  will  be. 

I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  [nirchase  a  piece  of  linen  and 
calico  for  me,  a  gown,  anil  1  will  pay  you  when  you  come  to 
Rainham.       My  love  to   Mr.  NVest.  A.    LkuNaku. 
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